Living Dangerously

Part 2-Dangerous Faith

As many of you know, we’ve kicked off a series called living dangerously; as I said a few weeks ago-don’t be safe-be dangerous!  Because too many people have a faith that says; get Jesus, get safe, get comfortable, get well when you get God.  Question-is that what it means to follow Jesus in everyday life?   Listen-living dangerously is about being what Jesus was about; it is about being fully engaged in His life and in His mission.  And trust me, they didn’t kill Him because he was too much like Mr. Rogers!  And if you missed the first talk-Life with Jesus, you can listen to it on-line; I would encourage you to do that; because this living dangerously journey really starts with life with Jesus.
Today’s talk-dangerous faith; I begin with a question-when in your life did you feel most alive?   I was once asked that question; after thinking about it for a while I decided to ask Julie; she said; that’s easy; without question you were most alive when you were church planting.  What about you; again-when in your life did you feel most alive?  I love to roller blade; favorite place was down on the waterfront in Tacoma; expound; I tell you all of this because there’s something that makes you come alive when you know that if God doesn’t show up you’re done for!  Book-crazy love, Francis Chan talks about this; says; God doesn’t call us to be comfortable, He calls us to trust Him so completely that we are unafraid to put ourselves in situations where we will be in big trouble if He doesn’t come through.  
In Luke 9, Jesus sends out His disciples, yet what does He tell them in verse 3; take nothing for the journey-no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic.  When you first read this you almost think; Wow; Jesus must be having a bad day; take nothing; I don’t need much Jesus; in fact; just give me thirty minutes so I can go home and grab some cash and a few supplies; but nothing!  What gives; I’ll tell you; Jesus was forcing His disciples to trust Him-to the point that if He didn’t come through they would have nothing else to fall back on!  
The good news is that Jesus always comes through; that’s not the issue; the issue is this-will we live faith filled lives; will we live lives that are full of risk and trust in our God?  Because I believe that this is the faith journey that Jesus is inviting us on-personally and corporately as a faith community!  

Let’s get to our text; turn with me to Matthew 14; read verses 22-36. There are so many parts to this story-Jesus getting away to pray to His Father; the storm; the fear; the apparent failure of Peter; the amazement and worship of Jesus.  As important as all of this is, I want to focus on this one phrase; verse 29; then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 

I love this, for the Scriptures are full of unforgettable faith walks; think of how Abraham took that crazy walk up Mt. Moriah knowing that if God didn’t he would kill his one and only son.  Think of how Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt and how in faith they walked across the Red Sea.  Think of Joshua who walked around Jericho for seven days and how the walls fell down.  Think of Jesus who walked to the place of the skull to purchase our freedom; how He who knew no sin became sin.  As great as these walks are-here in Matthew 14; Peter steps out and makes one of the most memorable walks in all of Scripture.  I love this; and by these actions; outside of Jesus; Peter becomes the only person in all of human history to walk on water!  He alone is the water walker!

And so; from this one verse let’s look at what it means to have a dangerous faith from the life of Peter.  So here we go; Dangerous faith #1-Boat potatoes never get anywhere!  I know that you know this-but you only get one crack at life!  That’s it, and if you are not careful you too can follow the path of least resistance; the path of convenience and comfort.  All that I’m trying to say is that the boat represents what is secure and comfortable and safe.  Question-where would we get the idea that following Jesus is supposed to be safe anyway?  Not in this book!  

A quick rabbit trail-in the book of Acts you know what’s crazy; not once do they pray; O God, protect us, God keep us safe; no.  They never pray for safety and protection; you want to know how they pray; Acts 4; they’ve just been threatened by the authorities; literally; shut up about Jesus or else!  Yet, here’s their prayer; verse 29; now Lord consider their threats (and please protect us and keep us safe) no; and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness.  Here’s the cool thing; God answers their prayer for were told in verse 31; after they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.  
Again; why would we think that following Jesus is supposed to be safe?  Back to the boat analogy for a minute for on this day eleven guys stayed in the boat; they were boat potatoes!  If you don’t mind me asking; what keeps you in the boat?  I wonder if for many of us it’s fear; now I have not counted but according to one Biblical scholar there are 365 fear not verses in the Bible!  That’s one for every day including a leap year!  Coincidence; no; God knew that in our human nature our tendency would be to walk in fear-not in faith.  Most of you know the story; but as soon as sin comes into the world were told that Adam was afraid; and ever since then; we too know what it’s like to battle fear and to live fear filled lives.  Yet the tragedy with fear is that it’s often the biggest obstacle to us trusting and obeying God.  But God; I can’t; I don’t; what if; let me be real honest with you for a minute; I know what it’s like to be gripped by fear; to have fear gain ground in your life.  And that’s why my prayer is often; God-may my yes of faith be stronger than my no of fear; in other words; God make me into a man of faith and may my faith in you always trump all of the fear in me.  These words in Isaiah have often encouraged me; fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you.
Dangerous faith #2-You have to take the first step!  I don’t know if you’ve ever noticed but there is a first step principle in the Scriptures.  For example, when it’s time for the Israelites to cross the Jordan River, God asks them to take the first step.  Joshua 4; as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the Lord-the Lord of all the earth-set foot in the Jordan, it’s waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand in a heap (Joshua 4:13).  In other words, the people will experience God’s power but not until they take the first step!  Back to our story, for Jesus told Peter to come but he had to get out of the boat and take the first step!  Here’s why I tell you this-so often we say-God you show me and then I’ll step out; God says; no; no; no; you step out and I’ll show you!
And might I add-God will always call you to something that’s bigger than you!  An author by the name of Henry Blackaby writes-some people say, “God will never ask me to do something I can’t do.  I have come to the place in my life that, if the assignment I sense God is giving me is something that I know I can handle, it is probably not from God.  The kind of assignments God gives in the Bible are always God-sized.   They are always beyond what people can do, because He wants to demonstrate his strength, his provision, and his kindness to a watching world.  This is the only way the world will come to know Him.”
I just want to be honest with you-I was deeply afraid to come here; because I always told myself and God that I would never take an established church!  I’d rather plant churches and have people join me; than go and join an existing church; yet God called so here we are!  My point is this-when God calls people to take the first step in the Scriptures their initial response is never; yeah sure; no problem Lord I think I can handle that!  
No; the initial response is; whoa; what; but God; look; there will come times in your life when you have a choice.  Will you step out and take that first step; will you say yes to fear or yes to faith?  I don’t know about you-but I want to live with no regrets, and to me, one of the greatest tragedies is what might have been had I trusted God?

Dangerous faith #3-Remember those who have walked ahead of you!  All throughout the Scriptures were told about people who followed God with reckless abandon.  There’s actually a chapter that’s dedicated to them; Hebrews 11; let me just briefly touch on one guy-Noah.  Imagine with me for a minute for one day God comes to Noah and says; Noah there is too much evil in the world and no one is following me but you.  I’m pleased with your life so I’m going to flood the world and start over with you and your family. Your job is to build a giant ship that will save you and the animals.  I wonder what went through his mind when he heard this; build a giant ship; in the desert; you would almost expect the story to go like this…

Noah in six months I’m going to flood the earth, but I want to save you and your family so I am ordering you to build an ark.  And in a flash of lightning God delivered the specifications for the ark.  Six months passed, the rain started to fall; the Lord saw that Noah was sitting in his front yard crying-with no ark.  Lord please forgive me, there were big problems.  First I had to get a building permit for the ark and your plans God didn’t meet code.  So I hired an engineer. We the got into a big fight as to whether or not the ark needed a sprinkler system.

And then my neighbors complained, saying that I was violating zoning by building the ark in my front yard.  And then I had a big problem getting enough wood because there was a ban on cutting trees in order to save the spotted owl.  And when I started gathering up animals I got sued by an animal rights group.  They objected to me only taking two of each kind.  And then, on top of all of this, revenue Canada seized all of my assets saying that I was trying to avoid taxes by leaving the country.  And so God, I’m here to tell you that this ark isn’t going to happen!

That’s almost how you expect the story to go-but no; Noah had a dangerous faith; and even though the nearest body of water was 500 miles away, Noah stepped out and obeyed!  And for 120 years he was faithful before the first drop of rain ever came!  And maybe, he was the laughing stock of his community; man that guys nuts; maybe his kids got mocked at school because they were the family that had the big ship in their front yard!  I don’t know; yet something is wrong when our lives make sense to a watching world!  Our lives are not to make sense; were to follow God with a dangerous faith regardless of what people might think!  And those who walked in faith before us-people like Noah-now pass the baton to us-to you and me!
Dangerous faith #4-Jesus is out on the water!  I find this to be very significant for Peter said; Lord if its you tell me to come; Jesus’ response; one word-come.  Peter obeyed; and in my mind he did the right thing; because Jesus was out on the water, I don’t know about you; but I want to be where Jesus is!  And of course, when we step out of the boat-we meet Jesus-He is out on the water and He will not let us drown!
I close with this-in the early 1900’s an ad was put in a London newspaper announcing an expedition to the South Pole.  Here’s what it said; men wanted for hazardous journey, small wages, bitter cold, long months of complete darkness, constant danger, safe return doubtful, honor and recognition in case of success.  What’s interesting is that men responded to this ad in droves; why?  Because there’s something exhilarating about stepping out; about taking a risk; about getting out of the boat.  
If you were to be honest; maybe you would say; I’ve been in the boat for a long time; and I don’t want to settle for that kind of life.  If that’s you, how might Jesus be saying come; step out; take the first step; I’m out here; and I will not let you drown; again-don’t be safe, be dangerous.
