Living Dangerously

Part 4-Dangerous Mission

As I’ve been saying over the last few weeks; don’t be safe-be dangerous; let me remind you that living dangerously is about being fully engaged in the life and mission of Jesus.  It’s to be about what Jesus was about; and on November 20 we are going to have a living dangerously Sunday.  This will be a time for you to share how God has been speaking to you because it’s not just about coming each week and acquiring knowledge and information.  No; as the Scriptures teach-do not just listen to the Word and so deceive yourself-do what it says!  Church-hearers/doers of the Word!  And so, how has God been stirring your heart?

Talk #1-Dangerous life-Jesus came to give life; John 10:10; Jesus came to give life but there is a thief who opposes the life that Jesus offers!  Add; not a life that guarantees to be easy; not a life that is void of pain and suffering; it is a full life that begins now because Jesus our Good Shepherd has died in our place for our sin.  And because of this God no longer counts our sins against us; wow!

Talk #2-Dangerous faith-here we asked a series of questions; will we live faith filled lives?  Will we live lives that are full of risk and trust in our God?  And how might God be calling us to step out of the boat?  Because so often we say-God you show me and then I’ll step out; whereas God often says; you step out and then I’ll show you!  
Talk #3-Dangerous prayer-in case you missed it we zeroed in on a guy named Epaphrus; Paul described him as someone who wrestles in prayer.  I went on to say that the greatest gift you can give this church is to be an Epaphrus; to be someone who wrestles in prayer; who agonizes over people’s souls; because the mission out there will be futile without prayer!  We then  looked at some dangerous prayers; God break my heart; God open the door; God open their heart; we then ended with this truth; God is the heart specialist and no heart is too hard for him!
Today’s talk-Dangerous mission-pray with me; on September 3; we packed up our stuff and started our move back to Canada; in the U-haul; flying down I-5; feel very prompted by the Spirit to ask the girls a question-girls why are we doing this?  Not much of a response; one of them said-dad not now; waited a few seconds; then I said again-girls why are we doing this?  Told them why; and then what happened next was priceless for Courtney our seven year old said; dad can’t God send someone else!

Let me ask you-why are we doing this?  Is it just about coming and being fed each week and then going home-or is there more?  Again-why are we doing this?  I would propose to you that were doing this for a few reasons.  First-we have a unique mission-here’s what I mean.  We worship God now and we will continue to worship God for all of eternity.  In fact, billions of years from now we will still be worshipping God for who He is and for all that He has done!  Fellowship-we have fellowship now and we will continue to have fellowship with one another in heaven; so let’s get along for we are going to be spending a lot of time together!  God’s word-we have God’s word now and we will have God’s word in heaven; as Psalm 119:89 says-your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.  

My point-is that we can do all of these things now and we will continue to be able to do all of these things in heaven!  However-there is one thing that you can do now that when you go to heaven you will never be able to do ever again; what could that be?  Tell others about Jesus; let me illustrate with this rope; explain; and so our mission is unique; there is not a lot of time; and of course; every person matters; and that’s why Paul said that were to make the most of every opportunity!  What I find to be tragic is that we’ve had our lives changed by the Gospel; we all love the Gospel; I’m just not sure if we all love sharing the Gospel-why is that; church-we have a very unique mission.

We also have an urgent mission-think about this for a minute; if people are poor that’s bad; growing up we didn’t have much money.  Parents-furniture or Disneyland; let us think about it for a minute, not; we’re going to Disneyland!  Initially we didn’t have a lot of money but over the years that changed; dad retired at 53.  Not having much money is not fun but you can recover from that, we did!  If a person doesn’t have a job that’s bad; but you can recover from that by going out and gaining employment!  If a person goes through a bitter divorce that’s bad; but you can recover from the pain of divorce by seeking counseling and just working on your own issues.  And so; poverty; you can recover from that; unemployment; you can recover from that; divorce; you can recover from that…
I tell you all of this because people who die without knowing Jesus will be hit with a blow that they will never be able to recover from for all of eternity!  

Now; you might be thinking; this new pastor of mine is out there; maybe; look; I’m not here to sugarcoat anything; in fact; I’m under the authority of this book.  And the heart of this book is about rescue; rescue from hell and eternal separation from God.  That’s why Jesus came; to seek and to save the lost.  It was the greatest rescue plan in all of human history for Jesus came to pay for sin so that we don’t have to pay!  As 1 Timothy 1:15 says; Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
Let me say it this way; you might have a big bank account; but it’s temporary; you might have a huge house; but it’s temporary; you might love your job; but it’s temporary; in fact; everything around us is temporary; here today gone tomorrow; it will all one day fade away.  However; there is one thing that is eternal; people; in fact; everyone has eternal life; the question is this-is it eternal life with God or eternal life away from God?  And so; church; we have a unique and urgent mission.
Back in 2003 I received a phone call that I will never forget; explain the trailer being stolen; yet in some ways I thank God that this happened for the church is not the stuff that you put in the trailer; it is not a building; the church is the people of God on mission with God-it is God’s people partnering with Him in this unique and urgent mission-that’s the church!  And so go ahead and steal our stuff the church is just fine!

I find it very significant that the original call of Christ was a call to join Him in mission; Matthew 4:18-22; catch what is happening here; Jesus calls and all four of them drop everything to begin following Jesus.  It doesn’t get any clearer than verse 20-at once they left their nets and followed Him.  Notice that they don’t take a few days to think and pray about their decision; notice that they don’t ask for their families blessing and permission; notice that they don’t consult a panel of religious experts and counselors; hey what do you guys think we should do?  No; there is a sudden call followed by a sudden response!

This truly is amazing for fishing was their life; it’s what they knew; it was their means for financial security; yet Jesus calls and they immediately drop everything to begin following Him; wow!  And notice what He says-come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men (Verse 19).   Understand that this is a command; Jesus is not saying; hey if you guys feel like it why don’t you come and hang out with me for a bit?  No; Jesus is literally saying; come here; your place is following after me!  I love this for Jesus is very clear what he wants to do with these guys. This is so important for Jesus doesn’t say; come follow me and I will make your life more comfortable; wealthy and healthy; more spiritual; no; it’s none of these things; come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men!

I believe that this call would have resonated with the disciples for they knew all about fishing; yet in the days ahead; they would come to understand that fishing Jesus’ style would be about rescuing people from the sea of sin and from the breakers of hell. And so; the entire movement of Christianity begins with Jesus’ call to fish for men and women!  I love Luke’s account of this story for he says; from now on you are going to catch men!  I wonder if these guys initially thought; what; catch men; how do you do that?!  

Yet what’s so cool; is that Jesus’ words came true; He turned them into something that they were not; He made them into great fishers of men!  Which is so encouraging; and not only these guys; but a tax collector; a prostitute; a zealot; an immoral woman; and a whole host of other people.  Jesus took all of these people and made them into fishers of men who accomplished great things for God!  An author by the name of Michael Greene comments; that the disciples were not distinguished; they were not educated; in many ways they were a bunch of nobodies.  Guess what happened; Jesus did a great work in them and through them!  

Here’s why I tell you this-don’t ever think that God can’t use you because of your past and the struggles or the weaknesses in your life.  Our God is an expert at taking broken people and using them in amazing ways!  Again-take comfort in Jesus’ words; come follow me and I will make you fishers of men; they couldn’t make themselves; their job was to come; Jesus’ job was to make them into the people He wanted them to be. Does that encourage you?
In the Christian community we can be so quick to say; Lord I want to become a great follower; or Lord I want to know you more than I do now; or Lord please bless me and answer my prayers.  Which is all fine; but I wonder how many of us pray on a regular basis-Lord make me into a great fisherman for you.  Because I want you to know something-Jesus does not just want you to become a great follower-that’s important-but He also wants you to become a great fisherman of men and women!  Why; because followers fish; the Bible leaves no room for someone to say; yeah I want to follow Jesus but I don’t want to fish; if you’re going to follow Jesus you must say yes to his call to be fishers of men!  
Which only makes sense; I mean we should all be so incredibly eager to fish due to the fact that we know what its like to be a fish lost out in the sea of sin.  I mean-how could we ever say-well I don’t want to fish when that was once us!  I want to let you in on something-the point of your life is to glorify God and to point others to Jesus; worship; witness; that’s your purpose!  Again-followers fish!
Now, you might be thinking; okay; I get it; followers fish; Jesus I receive your words; make me into a great fisherman for you; now what?  A couple of things; stress; these things fit with the everyday rhythms of your life.
Action point #1; Get around fish-explain how within three years they no longer have any friends that don’t know the Lord.  Problem-Jesus was a friend of sinners; Christian schools; radio; TV; books; candy; club-be so filled up with Christian stuff that there’s no fish around!  Intentional when it comes to fishing; 3 relational communities; always remember that fishing Jesus’ style flows best through relationships.
Action point #2; Be patient-I just want to confess to you that I can be very impatient; I mean I want results yesterday!  New in my faith I was on the conversion warpath; prison ministry; can I just remind you that no one wants to be on your conversion hit list!  Be patient; let God do the converting thing; your job is to love them where they are at; period.  Because here’s the deal-fish are caught and then they are cleaned-they are not cleaned before they are caught!  Love people; and allow Jesus to catch them and to clean them up His way-His time!
Action point #3; Get in the boat-all that I’m trying to say here is that if you are a follower of Jesus you are ready to fish now!  As soon as someone comes to Christ they are commissioned and are sent out by Him!  One of my favorite gospel stories; Luke 8; Jesus encounters this guy who was possessed by many evil spirits; Jesus has compassion on him and sets him free.  As soon as this happens Jesus says to him; verse 39; return home and tell how much God has done for you.  So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.

Isn’t that awesome?  As soon as the demons were out of this guy’s life Jesus invited him on this mission of being fishers of men and women!  I love it!  In essence; Jesus was saying-now that I’ve set you free; go and tell others; go fish!  Misconception-memorize the Pentateuch; be able to defend predestination; almost reach sainthood before God can use you; not true!
So much more could be said; yet again; get around fish; be patient; get in the boat; I close with Jesus’ words; come follow me and I will make you fishers of men.
