Living Dangerously

Part 5-Dangerous Community

As I’ve been saying over the last few weeks; don’t be safe-be dangerous; let me remind you that living dangerously is about being fully engaged in the life and mission of Jesus.  It’s to be about what Jesus was about; and on November 20 we are going to have a living dangerously Sunday.  This will be a time for you to share how God has been speaking to you because it’s not just about coming each week and acquiring knowledge and information.  No; as the Scriptures teach-do not just listen to the Word and so deceive yourself-do what it says!  Church-hearers/doers of the Word!  And so, how has God been stirring your heart?

Talk #1-Dangerous life-Jesus came to give life; John 10:10; Jesus came to give life but there is a thief who opposes the life that Jesus offers!  Add; not a life that guarantees to be easy; not a life that is void of pain and suffering; it is a full life that begins now because Jesus our Good Shepherd has died in our place for our sin.  And because of this God no longer counts our sins against us; wow!

Talk #2-Dangerous faith-here we asked a series of questions; will we live faith filled lives?  Will we live lives that are full of risk and trust in our God?  And how might God be calling us to step out of the boat?  Because so often we say-God you show me and then I’ll step out; whereas God often says; you step out and then I’ll show you!  
Talk #3-Dangerous prayer-in case you missed it we zeroed in on a guy named Epaphrus; Paul described him as someone who wrestles in prayer.  I went on to say that the greatest gift you can give this church is to be an Epaphrus; to be someone who wrestles in prayer; who agonizes over people’s souls; because the mission out there will be futile without prayer!  We then  looked at some dangerous prayers; God break my heart; God open the door; God open their heart; we then ended with this truth; God is the heart specialist and no heart is too hard for him!
Talk #4-Dangerous mission-here we talked about how our mission is unique and urgent; how the Gospel is about rescue.  Rescue from sin and death and eternal separation from God.  In fact; everyone has eternal life; the question is this-is it eternal life with God or eternal life away from God?  We then looked at the call of Christ; a call to join Him in mission; come follow me and I will make you fishers of men.  That’s been the journey so far…

Today’s talk-Dangerous community; this has been a difficult talk to put together because no word has been more used and abused than community.  We can be very quick to say; went to church today, experienced good community, or; come to our small group we have great community.  What do we mean by this and what is at the very heart of community?  I mean is community just about drinking coffee and talking about the Canucks and the weather or is there more?  

I would propose to you that community is about a shared life; it is doing life together.  This reminds me of what Paul said in 1 Thessalonians 2:8; we cared so much for you that we were pleased to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become so dear to us.  I love this; for Paul didn’t just preach to them and at them-yes he opened up the Scriptures to them; but he also opened up his life to them; and they did the same!  Community-the sharing of life!
My first taste of this happened at Bible College.  I will never forget it; I’m getting to know some guys and as I do; they begin to confess their sins-to share their deep and intimate struggles.  It absolutely rocked my world; because sin was supposed to be kept between you and God; confession to God; of course; confession to other people; not a chance!  Yet, as James 5:16 says; confess your sins to one another so that you may be healed.  Wow; what happened next was that I started confessing my sin to them; something happened to me; I experienced healing and freedom in my life.  When I would fall; they would say; the cross covers your sin-there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ; let us pray for you right now.  Again; community; the sharing of life.
Here’s the problem-were not good at sharing our lives; we are good at hiding.  We just are; were good at putting up walls; were good at self protection; were good at saying; yeah I’m fine when inside we are hurting and struggling.  Why is that?  I find it very significant that as soon as Adam and Eve sin; what do they do; they go and hide; read Genesis 3:7-10.  And ever since the fall; we too; know what it’s like to hide; to put our fig leaves on.
Think about this for a minute-what’s the first game that we learn as kids?  Hide and seek; I have to tell you; I was terrible at math but I was very good at hiding; time after time people would say; Byron I give up where are you?  I remember playing hide and seek with my friend and his brother; we hid inside an old antique fridge; guess what happened; it locked; we couldn’t get out; there’s not much air in there; screaming; help get us out of here!  Here’s why I tell you this-I’m good at hiding and so are you! You want to know my dream-that we would be a people-a faith community that comes out of hiding-that we would share our lives-that we would love each other recklessly because that’s how God loves us!

When you read the New Testament there’s a phrase that you keep running across; one another; in fact-you might find it interesting to know that there are 54 one another’s in the Bible!  Listen to just a few of them; Romans 12:10; honor one another; Romans 12:3; confirm the gifts of one another; 1 Peter 5:5; clothe ourselves with humility toward one another; Ephesians 4:32; be kind and compassionate to one another; Galatians 6:2; carry one another’s burdens; 1 Thessalonians 5:11; encourage one another; James 5:16; confess your sins to one another and pray for one another.

I could go on here-but the whole point is that we are called to share our lives; and the “one another’s” can’t really happen if we hide!  Listen; living out the one another’s is about life together; I mean; how can I carry your burdens if you keep them to yourself?  Again; our natural inclination is to hide; and what’s so ironic is that we can be connected to Christ yet totally disconnected from Christ’s people! And so many settle for this type of life; you know; come late Sunday; leave as soon as the preacher dude says amen; and the result-we can be completely disconnected from one another!  I don’t want to sound harsh, but a lot of churches are just about a bunch of people who gather each week; who sing the songs; who play the church game and who hide behind their fig leaves!

This reminds me of four preachers who get together one day.  During the conversation one of them says; our people come to us and they pour out their hearts; they confess certain sins and needs; let’s do the same, as confession is good for the soul.  They all agreed.  One of them confessed that he had an anger problem.  The other confessed that he liked to smoke cigars; the last guy confessed that he liked playing golf so much that there were times when he faked being sick.  When it came to the last guy, he wouldn’t confess and so they pressed him.  Come on, we confessed to you, what’s one of your struggles?  Finally he said; mine is gossip and I can’t wait to get out of here!
I bring this up because our fear is that if people really knew me and my stuff they would not accept me and love me; and so we keep our fig leaves on!  Yet, what if; what if we could be real and authentic and not fear; what if we could lose our need to pretend; what if we knew that we could come out of hiding and be loved and accepted as we are not as we should be?  

For that to happen, what if we all agreed on something right here-right now; as James 3:1 says; what if we all agreed that we all stumble in many ways.  And as 1 John 1:8 says; what if we all agreed that if we say we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth.  Because one of the reasons we hide is were afraid that we’ll be judged and shunned and shamed; right?  Yet my point is that none of us have arrived; none of us are sin free; our struggles might be different but we are all stumbling toward Jesus; and how could we ever not accept someone when we too battle sin in our own lives?  This is not an excuse to sin; this is a reason to extend grace and to accept one another just as Christ has accepted us!  As Romans 15:7 tells us-accept one another just as Christ accepted you.

And so, if were going to share our lives with one another we have to agree with absolute conviction that we are going to be a faith community that accepts one another.  I love what happens in the book of Acts; the Kingdom of God spreads like a virus literally invading every aspect of society.  Faith was not kept inside a building, no, it was unleashed out onto the streets!  And in Acts 2; we get this incredible diverse picture of this new community that the Spirit was forming.  

Listen to this list in verse 9; Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs (Acts 2:9-11).  Talk about how Surrey is like this-very diverse; school.  Here’s what happens next; Peter preaches this bold sermon; the Spirit of God moves; they are cut to the heart; ask what shall we do; repent and be baptized.  And then we rejoice with what we read in verse 41; those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 

Not bad for your first sermon; yet here’s what’s most important; this was an amazing diverse group of unlike people, people who on the surface shouldn’t have gotten along!  Yet in spite of this they were an inclusive community that loved and accepted each other!  In his book Love in Hard Places Don Carson writes, 

“The church is made up of natural enemies.  What binds us together is not common education, common race, common income levels, common politics, common nationality, common accents, common jobs, or anything else of that sort.  Christians come together because they have all been saved by Jesus Christ and owe Him a common allegiance.  They are a band of natural enemies who love one another for Jesus’ sake.”
In fact, I’ll let you in on something; you want to know the marketing strategy of the early church?  Real simple-let’s just love and accept one another.  And so community is about diverse un-like people who share life and who accept one another because of a commonality in Christ.  Yes, were different, we don’t agree on everything, which is so healthy; but what really matters we agree on-Christ lived-Christ died-Christ rose; His life-His death-His resurrection-that’s the glue of our community!  And that’s how diverse people can come together and share life and accept one another-Christ!
So often when we talk about living misionally we focus on loving our neighbors; which is important; we need to do that. Yet, I wonder if our greatest missional testimony to a watching world is our love for God and our love for each other!  For as Jesus said-all people will know you are my disciples by your love for one another.  Trust me, people will do anything to be part of a community like that!

Let me close with some possible action points…

1. Join a small group…

2. Meet regularly for coffee…

3. Appreciate diversity-focus on Christ.

Close with kitchen drawer illustration.
