Living Dangerously

Part 6-Dangerous Enemy

Again-don’t be safe-be dangerous; so many people have a faith that goes something like this-get Jesus-get safe-get comfortable-get well when you get God.  Is that it?  Is that what it means to follow Jesus in everyday life or is there more?  Most of you know the story-the Father sends the Son; the Father and the Son send the Spirit and the Spirit sends you and me. And while He’s known as the Comforter, his agenda is not to make people comfortable!  His agenda is to embolden followers of Jesus to carry on the mission of Jesus-to make them dangerous!
Talk #1-Dangerous life-John 10:10; Jesus came to give life; that’s what the cross accomplished-forgiveness of sin and life in His name!  Again-Jesus didn’t come to make bad people good-He came to make dead people alive!  This is so important-everyone dies not everyone truly lives!
Talk #2-Dangerous faith-here we zeroed in on this one verse in Matthew 14; then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.  Here’s the reality-boat potatoes never get anywhere; the call of God is often a call to live your life in such a way that if God doesn’t show up you’re done for!  The good news is that God always shows up; He’s kind of like Fed-Ex-never late or early-but always on time!  Again; how might God be asking you to get out of the boat?

Talk #3-Dangerous prayer-the challenge here was this; what if we prayed differently; and what if our prayers lined up with our God who has a missionary heart?  We then looked at some dangerous prayers; be careful; God break my heart; God open the door; God open their heart.  Invite to pre-service prayer time.
Talk #4-Dangerous mission-in Matthew 4 Jesus said; come follow me and I will make you fishers of men.  Let me remind you that fishing Jesus’ style is about rescuing people from the sea of sin and from the breakers of hell.  What if we started praying-God make me into a great fisherman for you; because followers fish!  One of the main applications was simply this-get around other fish!
Talk #5-Dangerous community; here we defined community as the sharing of life; it is life together.  The problem is that we are good at hiding; at self-protection; yet what if we could lose our need to pretend-what if we could come out of hiding with our sin and be loved and accepted?  Because the command in Romans 15:7 is this; accept one another just as Christ accepted you.  That was the marketing strategy of the early church; let’s just love and accept one another!  And so community is about diverse un-like people who share life and who accept one another because of a commonality in Christ!
Today’s talk-Dangerous enemy; in May of 1991 I gave my life to Christ; I discovered that Jesus doesn’t just want to be accepted into someone’s life-he wants to take over!  And so, for the first time in my life I prayed something like this-Jesus here’s my life take it!  What followed was some exciting times-forgiveness of sin; new life in Christ; purpose and peace; a call to be a pastor; a fire and a love for God’s Word; without question it was truly one of the greatest times in my life!  

Yet, might I also add that it was also truly one of the hardest times in my life!  For the very minute I said yes to Jesus I was thrust into a spiritual battle; and for a time I was surrounded by an evil presence that never went away.  But God is good; He would teach me how to fight and how to be strong in Him; and I would discover that greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world!  
I tell you this because someone has said that; coming to faith in Christ is like going from the playground to the battleground.  This was my experience;-when I said yes to Jesus I inherited an enemy and so did you.  And so often; in the Christian community there are usually two responses when it comes to this thing we call spiritual warfare.  

First-there is flat out obsession; these people almost see the devil behind everything; you know; my car didn’t start, it must be the Ford demon; they burnt my meal at Denny’s; must be the food demon; the sound didn’t work well at church today; must be the electronic demon!  Devil-devil-devil; the problem is that the devil is not behind everything-our focus is to be on Christ!  

And so; some people have an obsession; here’s the other and much more common response-were asleep.  For whatever reason, we’ve just checked out of the battle; which by the way the devil the loves-a sleeping follower of Jesus!  I just wonder if some of us need to wake up; a great theologian by the name of C.S. Lewis would say this-there are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils.  One is to disbelieve in their existence.  The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them.
So what’s the right response-be alert; the Apostle Peter would say this in 1 Peter 5:8; be self controlled and alert for your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Obsessed-no; asleep-no; alert-yes!  I tell you all of this because we live in a world at war; there is more going on than meets the eye!  And in many ways, ironic; the world that we can’t see is more real than the world that we can!  
Now; I am not here to sensationalize or to give credit to the devil in any way; yet, I have to tell you that this has been so real in my life.  When you’ re a follower of Jesus the devil hates you; but when you’re a church planter he really hates you!  Because church planting is an invasion; it’s literally going behind enemy lines to rescue people with the Gospel!  Talk about nightmares at night for my kids and how we woke up to what was happening.  Again-there is more going on than meets the eye!

One of the greatest passages that un-packs this unseen reality is 2 Kings 6; here’s the context; an evil king by the name of Aram is determined to kill a man of God named Elisha. Here’s why; God would often reveal Aram’s evil plans to Elisha who would then tell the king of Israel.  It was worse than having a spy in the camp.  And because of this-king Aram knew that as long as Elisha was alive a raid on Israel would never be successful.  Which meant one thing-Elisha had to be killed!  

As the story continues, the king gathers his forces, and on one morning Elisha’s servant wakes up and goes outside.  Verse 15-when the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city.  Imagine this; there’s a beautiful sunrise so you go outside; and to your shock; surrounding you are hundreds and hundreds of horses, chariots, and warriors!  I don’t know about you but that’s not the way that I want to wake up!

Like you would expect; the servant panics and immediately wakes up Elisha. Here’s where the story turns-for Elisha assesses the situation and then he says this in verse 16; don’t be afraid, the prophet answered. Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.  

Hearing this, Elisha’s servant must have been thinking; what are you talking about; prophet boy; there’s two of us and hundreds of them; Elisha I commend you for all the miracles that you’ve done but no offense your math is terrible!  On the surface, the situation looks absolutely hopeless for here they are surrounded by a ready and armed military while the two of them are in their pajamas getting ready for breakfast!  Verse 17; and Elisha prayed, “O Lord, open his eyes so he may see.”  Then the Lord opened his servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.  
As the story progresses, God strikes the enemy with blindness completely protecting Elisha and his servant.  Yet, here’s why I tell you this-for a moment the invisible became visible and it was incredible!  Again-there is more going on than meets the eye!  In Ephesians 6; the Apostle Paul would describe this unseen battle by saying; for our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms (Ephesians 6:12).  Again-there is more going on than meets the eye!  Let’s not be obsessed or asleep; but alert!
Now you might be thinking; so there’s this invisible world that’s real; now what; be aware of his schemes.  In other words-know how your enemy operates!  In 2 Corinthians 2:11; Paul tells us that we are to be familiar with Satan’s evil schemes.  So what are his schemes and what does he want to do in my life and in your life?  This is what it means to be alert!
The good news is that his many names reveal to us his schemes; let’s look at two.  First; he’s the accuser; in Revelation 12:10 were told that Satan is the accuser of God’s people.  The dictionary defines accuse as to charge with some fault; to impute guilt; to incriminate; to blame.  And what I’ve never connected before is that the word accuser in Revelation 12:10 is the same Greek word in John 8:10. What’s going on in John 8; a woman has been caught in adultery and the religious leaders have brought a charge against her. 
This is exactly what the devil does; he consistently brings charges against us so that we live un-forgiven and shame filled lives.  I mean; have you heard this voice-you call yourself a Christian; you’re not a Christian; you’re pathetic; in fact-you’re a hypocrite; you say one thing-you do another; and how many times have you committed that sin lately anyway; God’s sick of it; sick of you.  Have you ever heard that voice?  

This is what the accuser does; he points out our sins-sins that Jesus paid for with His blood-sins that have been forgiven!  And the tragedy is that many of us live shame filled lives when the cross covers all of our sin!  Something that has helped me tremendously is this-the voice of God is never accusing or condemning.  Did you hear that?  

Let’s unpack this for a minute because there is a big difference between the conviction of the Spirit and the condemnation of the enemy.  Here’s the difference-the conviction of the Spirit will always lead you to the cross where there is forgiveness of sin and cleansing and hope.  The condemnation of the enemy will always lead you away from the cross and to further hopelessness and shame.  And so; the question is really this-whose voice are you listening to these days?

Second; he’s the tempter; you know this, but we live in a world of extreme temptation.  Think of it this way-temptation is kind of like Visa for it’s with you wherever you go!  According to the Scriptures; the devil is an accuser; but he’s also a tempter.  In 1 Thessalonians 3:5; Paul says this to Timothy; I was afraid that in some way the tempter might have tempted you and our efforts might have been useless.  Here Paul was concerned that somehow Timothy would be tempted and led astray by the evil one.  Which is how he works-he longs to lead us down the path of compromise; he longs to lead us into evil; he longs to take us places where God never wants us to go.  

And the problem is that he is an expert in selling his product; his sin product.  And even though; temptation comes in all different shapes and sizes; they will always come wrapped in attractive and appealing packages for if they didn’t we would never open it!  A writer by the name of Eugene Peterson says; every temptation that comes to me is packaged as good.  And so; let’s just be honest for a minute-so often sin looks so good!  And that’s why some of the godliest people in the Bible fell into temptation-look no further than the man after God’s own heart-David.  Yet, when you take the bait, sin will always take you farther than you ever wanted to go-it will always cost you more than you ever wanted to pay!
I find it quite significant that in the Gospels; Jesus is filled with the Spirit; he’s then led by the Spirit into the wilderness; and then he’s tempted by the devil-HALT.  And each temptation is designed to lead Jesus away from the cross; to have him take the path of least resistance; suffering; you don’t have to suffer you can have the crown now!  Yet; as most of you know; Jesus resisted these temptations with three rapid-fire quotations right out of the book of Deuteronomy; for it is written-for it is written-for it is written!  And what followed was James 4:7-resist the devil and he will flee from you.

Here’s why I tell you this-yes, we have an enemy; and yes, he’s an accuser and a tempter; however; we have not been left un-armed in this battle!  We have Jesus; and we have the sword of the spirit-the word of God; which when used is more than enough to defeat him!  I mean imagine for a minute; Jesus is tempted; what would have happened if he didn’t know these truths-what would have happened if he said-wait a minute devil-just give me a minute while I go grab my concordance!  
Here’s the closing application-again; we have a dangerous enemy; were to be alert; and just like Jesus; we defeat him with the sword of God’s word!  Go back to my story at the beginning-a new Christ follower.  The question is this-is your sword sharp and are the Scriptures a regular part of your life?  I trust that they are; and then when the accuser and the tempter comes; use it to defeat him!
This table is about victory; don’t ever think that the cross was a defeat.  It wasn’t.  As Colossians 2:15 says…and having disarmed the rulers and the authorities he made a public spectacle of them-triumphing over them by the cross.  Let’s celebrate today; sin has been paid for; Satan has been defeated; death is not the end.  Christ the victor.
