Living Dangerously

Part 3-Dangerous Prayer

I want to let you know that today I’m going to call you to a public response.  Let me say it again, don’t be safe-be dangerous.  Most of you know the story but the Father sends the Son, the Father and the Son send the Spirit and the Spirit sends you and me.  And while He’s known as the Comforter His agenda is not to make people comfortable!  His agenda is to embolden followers of Jesus to carry on the mission of Jesus-to make them dangerous.  It doesn’t get any clearer than this-as the Father sent me, so do I send you.
We then looked at what it means to have a dangerous life; a life with Jesus, a full overflowing abundant life that begins now and carries over into the next!  As Jesus said; the thief has come to steal; to kill; to destroy. But I have come that you might have life and have it to the full.  This is so important because everyone dies not everyone truly lives-yet Jesus’ offer is life to all people; to all who are willing to receive Him.  That’s why Jesus came-He didn’t come to make bad people good-He came to make dead people alive!
Last week we talked about having a dangerous faith; in a nutshell we’re to live our lives in such a way that if God doesn’t show up were done for!  The good news is that God always shows up; that’s never the issue; the issue is this-will we live faith filled lives; will we live lives that are full of risk and trust in our God or will we settle for something else?  Because in many ways, one of the greatest tragedies is this-what might had been had I trusted God?  We than looked at Peter’s life and zeroed in on this one verse in Matthew 14-then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on water and came toward Jesus.  The faith challenge was this-how might God be calling you to get out of the boat?

That’s been the journey so far; today’s talk; dangerous prayer; I’m not here to mock anyone yet so often our prayers go something like this-God thank you for this day; for this food; bless the missionaries out there whoever they are; and give me-give me-give me; and God here’s what I need from you.  Which is quite funny because prayer can often be us telling God what He needs to do!  Which makes no sense; as human beings we are flawed and broken, yet in prayer we often tell this all-powerful, ever-present, all-knowing God what He needs to do!  What?!
Now, I’m all for praying about all things; yet, what if we were to pray differently?  And what if our prayers lined up with our God who has a missionary heart?  Not too long ago I went to a conference for church planters.   Great time; we talked about missional living; sent theology; engaging our neighbors; strategy; intentionality; which I am all for, yet when the conference was over I said to myself-I think we missed it for where was prayer in all of this?  I mean, is it all about us just getting out there and making it happen?  It better not be; I throw it out there but what if prayer was the fuel to missional living-what if prayer was the most effective way to reach someone for Christ?

Whoa; because so often we try everything else first; its like-I tried this and I tried that and it didn’t work so what the heck I guess I’ll pray.  What if our knee jerk reaction was to pray and to pray first?  What if prayer was the key to reaching our city?  Talk about church planting and how people told us they had been praying for four years-it’s like they got there before we got there-result-the soil had been prepared and many people came to Christ!  Well, it must have been your speaking and the fact that you served good coffee; no; people got on their knees and prayed and that’s where the battle is often won or lost.

Now, I’m not here to shame you or to beat you up; but if you’re anything like me when you hear a talk on prayer you start thinking; I’ve failed in this area; I don’t pray enough; God please forgive me.  I just want to be honest with you; I am not a prayer warrior; I want to become one; yet when it comes to prayer I m not a giant-feel more like a grasshopper.  What about you?  Look; all that I’m trying to say is that when it comes to prayer none of us have arrived; yet; what if we started praying some dangerous prayers?  And what if we truly believed that prayer was the means to Gospel fruit in this city?  What would change?

As I was thinking about this talk God led me to a guy that most of us know very little about; in a list of people that Paul mentions in Colossians 4, we have a powerful portrait of a guy named Epaphrus.  Here’s what were told about him; verse 12-Epaprus, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in the will of God, mature and fully assured.  

You might find it interesting to know that some of Paul’s deepest tributes are applied to Epaphrus; in other parts of Scripture he describes him as a fellow prisoner and a faithful minister of the Gospel.  Here he describes him as someone who wrestles in prayer; how could Paul say this-he roomed with this guy!  Know that this word wrestle carries with it the idea of striving and laboring; it is a term of conflict that signifies great exertion over an opponent!  You can mock me about this later but my high school wrestling career lasted two days; forget it; this is crazy hard work; I’m done!  That’s how this guy prayed and when Paul heard him it reminded him of an intense wrestling match!  
Can I just remind you that we have an enemy, an opponent, church-we do not wrestle against flesh and blood.  We wrestle against the spiritual forces of evil and we defeat him by wrestling in prayer!  And let me assure you that the devil is not going to say; man; Surrey Alliance Church means business; they have their vision crystallized; united; they’ve hired a new pastor; I guess I’ll go some place else.  No; it’s full on combat and conflict and engagement and he’s going to do whatever he can to stop us!  

Let me be bold for a minute-one of the greatest gifts you can give this church is not your money.  It is not your service; even though we want you to do these things; the greatest gift you can give me-this church-this city-is to be an Epaphrus!  To be someone who wrestles in prayer, who agonizes over people’s souls; who fights by kneeling; that’s what this church needs because the mission out there will be futile without prayer!  

Let me go on a tangent for a minute-I just wonder if we have it all wrong-because so often when we think of evangelism and missional living the focus is often on our persuasiveness and our ability to come up with the right words.  Yet, what if prayer was the key to someone coming to Christ-what if the focus was not on us talking to people about God-but on us talking to God about people!  Because as someone has said-when we work we work, but when we pray God works!

So, how should we pray and what does it mean to wrestle in prayer; let me suggest a few ways.  And let me say right up front that these are dangerous prayers; handle with care types of prayers; you don’t have to say-God if it’s your will. No; if you want it you got it; because these prayers directly line up with Gods will and God’s heart.

Dangerous prayer #1-God break my heart; I just want to confess to you that I can get so caught up in my own world doing my own thing and because of this my heart is often out of sync with God’s heart!  It’s not malicious, it just happens, and if were not careful we can live our own little Christian lives in our own little Christian worlds and never let the things that bother God bother us!  What about you, has that happened to you?  

What if we started praying dangerously-God break my heart; God may my heart be in sync with your heart; God may the things that bother you bother me; God help me to see people as you see them.  I have not arrived; share sky train story of young adults hammered; moved; prayed; may we be the kind of church that exists for people who are far from God.  

When I read the Scriptures I am reminded of people who had broken hearts; Nehemiah’s heart broke for the people of Jerusalem; God’s heart broke for the people of Nineveh; Jesus looked at the crowds and his heart broke because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and then in Romans 9 Paul tells us about his broken heart.  In all honesty I can’t even wrap my mind around this; it truly is one of the most dislocated hearts in all of Scripture!  Listen to what he says;

I speak the truth in Christ-I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit-I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel (Romans 9:1-4).  It’s as of Paul is saying-Lord if I could lose my salvation and have every Jewish brother come to know you I wouldn’t hesitate to make the trade.  Wow; now that’s a broken heart; dangerous prayer #1-God break my heart.

Dangerous prayer #2-God open the door; back in Colossians 4 before we read about this Epaphrus guy, Paul says this-devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.  And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.  Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should (Colossians 4:2-4).  You need to understand what is going on here-Paul is in prison, yet he doesn’t ask for prayers for his release or prayers for better food or prayers for personal needs, my prayer would have been real simple; God get me out of here!  Not Paul, he’s thinking about an open door; but it’s not an open door for his release-the open door that he’s concerned about is for the Gospel of Jesus Christ!  That’s what’s uppermost on his mind!
And we know that God answered this prayer for in 1 Corinthians 16:9 Paul testifies that a great door for effective work has been opened to me; in 2 Corinthians 2:12 he says; I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had opened a door for me; and then in Philippians 1 he says this; read verses 12-13.  

I find it very significant that the great Apostle Paul; the guy who could razzle and dazzle you with theology; the guy who was a master of defending the faith; this was the guy who knew that the Gospel would not go out unless God opened the door!  And so, what if we started praying this dangerous prayer-God open the door.  

An open door is a natural opportunity-it is seeing the opportunity when God puts it in front of you.  Think of your neighbors; think of you’re classmates; think of your co-workers; think of the spaces that you visit regularly; how might God open a door for you?  Maybe it’s inviting someone over for dinner; lending a helping hand; stopping to listen; having a spiritual conversation; generosity; inviting someone to church; I don’t know.  I can’t give you a formula here for open doors will look different for each one of us; key-sensitive/obedient.
Dangerous prayer #3-God open their hearts; one of my favorite stories is found in Acts 16; its actually quite funny for Paul had his plans in place; plan A-take the Gospel into Asia Minor; yet Luke tells us that they were kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the Word in the province of Asia.  Plan B-take the Gospel north into Bithynia; yet when they tried to do this we’re told that the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them (Acts 16:7).  He must have thought; what gives; he then has this vision of a man saying-come over to Macedonia and help us!  Paul obeys; and guess what; he meets a woman named Lydia; here’s what’s most important; Acts 16:14-the Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message.  And she becomes the first Christ follower in all of Europe; her family then believes and the Gospel of Christ advances!
Isn’t that awesome!  Yet, notice that the text doesn’t say; and Paul with his persuasiveness was able to argue her into faith in Christ-no!  It wasn’t about Paul; yes he was obedient; but God was the one who opened her heart-it’s like God got there long before he did!  Can I just remind you that God is the heart specialist; no heart is too hard for Him; and unlike us He is the expert when it comes to opening the human heart!  And of course, you are only here today because by the grace of God-God opened your heart!  Again-think of your neighbors; think of your classmates; think of your co-workers; think of the spaces that you visit regularly; why not begin praying-God open their heart-God do whatever it takes-bring people and circumstances into their lives so that they see their need for you.

So much more could be said-in fact; the last part of this dangerous prayer is God open my mouth; we’ll look at that next week when we talk about dangerous mission.  For now it comes down to this-dangerous prayer #1-God break my heart; dangerous prayer #2-God open the door; dangerous prayer #3-God open their heart; response.
