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March 18, 2020
To our Church Family, 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Following the declaration of emergency by our province at the start of this week, our leadership entered into discussion and prayer about how to proceed.  We have come to the conclusion, after much prayer, that this is an incredible opportunity laid in front of us by the Lord.  We are in unprecedented times with tremendous possibility and potential in front of us – and we must make use of this, for as Paul says, we must “make the most of every opportunity” (Col 4:5).  So how are we going to proceed?  

1) As of this Sunday (March 22) and for at least four weeks (until April 12), we are going online with our worship and sermons.  This provides us with the platform to reach those who are in isolation, it allows us to try creative expressions of worship, and it keeps us within the guidelines put forward by the province.  

2) Our Leadership – both Council and Lead Team – will be getting in touch with each family in the congregation.  We are going to connect through every means possible during this time and we want to ensure that no one is forgotten.  The leader who contacts you will be your prayer partner if you need prayer, they will be your support if you need help, they will pray for you if you are sick, and they will make sure that you know that you are not going through this alone.  

3) Our small groups will continue. Cathy and Kristah will be posting regarding this topic, but suffice it to say that, as long as the groups are under 10 and all are healthy, we encourage you to gather together to watch sermons, to worship together, to pray together, to support each other, and to build community.

4) Our Prayer Meeting at the church on Wednesdays is on hold until further notice.  We encourage you to meet and pray together in homes, to pray over the phone, to pray for one another using text, email, or video chat.  Our God used handkerchiefs in the book of Acts, and He is fully able to use the technology we have at our disposal today!  

These seem like drastic measures, but because we care and love you all, we are taking this ongoing and unpredictable situation very seriously and we have made these necessary changes to do our part as a church to keep both our people and the people in our community safe.  Know that you are being prayed for, that we are taking this seriously, that we are proceeding in faith, and we are walking in obedience and submission to those in authority over us.  This is our chance to shine!  We are the Church – so let’s BE the Church in our community.  How – love them enough to act wisely, love them enough to share your peace with them, love them enough to point them to Jesus in the middle of their fear, and love them enough to be open to personal change and inconvenience in the chance that we can reach some. Paul put it this way: “To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some” (1 Cor 9:22).  We are being positioned to reach the fearful, the panicked, the needy, and the anxious – we can do this!!  We have been placed right where we need to be… “For such a time as this” (Esther 4:14)!!
   

Blessings and peace!
Pastor Sean
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