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Elephant in the Family Room
Alcohol

· Alcohol can be a sensitive subject among Christians
· Often it’s a subject that isn’t talked about in church but it is talked about a lot in the Bible
· The Bible generally associates alcohol with joy and blessing (Prov. 3:7-10)
· Alcohol is often mentioned in a positive light (Prov. 9:1-6)
· Alcohol is a very good thing that is meant to be enjoyed but NOT abused
· The Bible calls this abuse “drunkenness”
· Scripture constantly speaks against drunkenness (Rom. 13:13, 1 Cor. 6:9-10, Prov. 20:1, 21:17)
· The dilemma is in defining drunkenness
· Like trying to determine when bread becomes toast
· If we want to follow the Bible’s command to not be drunk we must also adopt its view of what it means to be drunk
· The Bible’s definition of drunkenness is much more liberal than most Christians in Canada today would define it (Prov. 23:29-35)
· Did you drink so much that it led you to do foolish things that you regret?
· The fundamental question is “Why do we want to get drunk”
· The Bible often compares drunkenness with being filled with God’s Holy Spirit (Acts 2:15, Eph. 5:18)
· We should get everything from God that we are seeking in drunkenness (Gal. 5)
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