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Going Deeper -  
John Piper defines female submission in marriage in this way – it “is the divine calling of a wife to 

honor and affirm her husband’s leadership and help carry it through according to her gifts.” Hus-

bands, lead your wives in having a prayerful, open and honest conversation about this definition 

and the following questions. As you do, list any areas that need improvement, and make sure to 

write out some practical and immediately implementable steps to remedy these situations. 
1. Wives, do you recognize that the order of marriage and family is divinely instituted and must be 

obeyed? In what ways do you struggle in your submission to your husband? Why do you struggle 

in these ways?                                                                                                                                                       

2. Wives, do you submit to your husbands grudgingly, because you ‘have to because the Bible says 

so’? Or do you seek to do so willingly, gladly, lovingly and for his benefit? How can you make 

sure you do so in the latter way?                                                                                                                                      

3. Wives, do you acknowledge, follow and respect your husband’s spiritual leadership of the 

home? How can you do so in the future? What would this look like? 
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