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Which Side of the Victory Are You On?
Matthew 5:13-16
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SERMON OUTLINE   


 
If you want to be actively engaged in what God has in mind for you and for our world:

1. Plan – think through how you can be a part of what God desires to do in and through you. (v.1)

2. Participate – you can’t stay where you’re at. You have to move (v.2-3)
Do you know many times we risk nothing because we’re afraid of losing what we already have? 

3. Persevere – the course God has for you will take you through uncomfortable situations. (v. 4-5)

4. Plant – plant your faith in God. (vv. 6-23)

It doesn’t matter how things look – it only matters what God wants to do. And if he wants to do something, he doesn’t need a whole lot. 
God has an intended purpose for you and His purpose is to give meaning to your life – to have you live out who He has created you to be. 
Consider what God has for you and do what you need to do to be actively engaged in what He has in mind for you, for our church and for the world.
MAIN POINT   


 
Jesus has called us to participate in His work by being His representatives in the world. 

THINKING THINGS THROUGH

    
   
      Connect the sermon to the study.
1. What is the best compliment you have ever received, one that still sticks with you today? What about that particular compliment affected you?

2. Oftentimes we compliment children by giving credit to the parents as well (such as “your parents taught you right,” “you behaved really well,” or “you have a smile like your dad’s”). What are some specific compliments you like to hear your child or grandchild?
Leader: Growing up, compliments on our good behavior, fun personality, or pleasant looks were not only compliments on our behalf, but also on the behalf of our parents. In a sense, a child is an “ambassador” to his/her home, as the child represents the teachings of his/her parents. Similarly, as children of God we represent our good Father. On Sunday, we talked about the need to be actively engaged in what God has planned for our lives. In Matthew 5, Jesus called believers to be salt and light in the world. These metaphors are designed to point others to the Source of the believer’s good works and impact upon the world.
DIGGING DEEPER

    
          
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.
> Have a volunteer read Matthew 5:13.







3. What did Jesus mean by saying that His followers were “the salt of the earth”? What does that imagery communicate?
4. What do the following Old Testament verses tell us about the primary use of salt: Exodus 30:35, Leviticus 2:13, 2 Kings 2:21, Ezekiel 16:4? What insight does that give you into what it means to be “the salt of the earth”? 
Leader: Salt has many uses, but salt was used primarily as a purifying agent in Bible times. Jesus referred to citizens of His Kingdom as salt, since their role in the world was to act like purifying agents, transforming their culture through the way they live and represent Jesus. Although salt has many other uses, Jesus most likely had its purifying qualities in mind here, especially at the end of His longer talk we know as the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:3-11), which were instructions on how we as Kingdom citizens should live in the world.
5. One purpose of salt was to preserve other material, something that happens slowly over time. On Sunday, we talked about the need to persevere in the work that God has called you to. Similarly, this perseverance takes effort and patience. What makes it hard for you to persevere in God’s work? 
> Have a volunteer read Matthew 5:14-16.






6. What purpose does light serve? How does that help us understand what Jesus is saying about how we are to participate in His work?
7. What would happen if there was no light in the world? What happens when Christians refuse to tell others about the truth of God’s Word and their experience with grace?
Leader: Jesus called us the light of the world. The most obvious characteristic of light is that it casts out darkness. When light appears, darkness has no other response but to flee. To be a light means to shine the glory of God in a dark world. One of the primary ways we influence darkness is by showing others how God has changed our lives and participating in His work in us and through us. 
8. If Jesus is the Light of the world, what does that imply about the world? What does it imply about you? In what situations do people tend to hide their light “under a basket”?
9. Look at the end of verse 16. How is God the author of our good works if we are the ones doing them? Explain. What is the end result of all our good works? 
Leader: Jesus’ words make clear that the purpose of living as salt and light is to participate in God’s work by being His representatives in the world. Jesus taught that everything we do points back to Him, and only the Father in heaven is to be praised for our good works, for He is the true source of our works. This must not be overlooked. As we plan, participate, persevere, and plant ourselves in God’s promises, He is making Himself known to the people with whom we come in contact.
DOING LIFE TOGETHER

    
            
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

10. Are the places you go different because of the Christian influence you have extended there, in big or small ways? Share an example with the group if you have one.
11. How does the time we spend together week after week prepare us to be salt and light in the world? What is one way we can do a better job of this?
12. Think about what would happen if Christians decided not to influence their communities for the sake of the God’s mission. Why must we constantly extend our influence? What is at stake?

 PRAYER 

    
  
Praise God for calling you to Himself and sending you out with a purpose and mission in the world. Pray that you would embrace this purpose in your life wholeheartedly and show God’s goodness to all you come into contact with.

MEMORIZE

    
             
In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. – Matthew 5:16 

SPOTLIGHT ON THE PASSAGE

on the passage

    
         
Matthew 5:13-16










5:13. Salt has many uses, but in the OT it is most often a purifying agent (Ex 30:35; Lv 2:13; 2Ki 2:21; Ezek 16:4). As the salt of the earth, Jesus’ disciples are to purify a corrupt world through their example of righteous living and their proclamation of the gospel. However, contaminated salt does not promote purity. The verb translated lose its taste indicates foolish and immoral behavior. It refers to a professing disciple whose unrighteous lifestyle promotes destruction rather than purification. Such salt is only good for spreading over ground where you want to kill vegetation. Such is the fatal effect of an unrighteous disciple’s lifestyle. Nothing grows where they go. The verb thrown out describes the disposal of something worthless, and the verb trampled alludes to the treatment an immoral disciple receives from the world.
5:14-16. You are the light of the world is an allusion to Isa 9:1-2; 42:6; 49:6—texts that describe the ministry of Messiah, Servant of the Lord. This indicates that Jesus’ disciples are to be extensions of His ministry, carrying salvation to the ends of the earth. Such ministry is intrinsic to true discipleship. A disciple should no more conceal his righteousness or the gospel message than a glowing city should douse its light at night. The reference to giving light for all combines with the reference to the world to show that Christ’s ministry is intended for all people. This anticipates the Great Commission of Mt 28:18-20.
Jesus’ words make clear that the disciple is not the ultimate author of his good works. If the disciple were the author of his good works, he would justly receive praise. However, Jesus taught that only the Father in heaven is to be praised for a disciple’s good works, for He is the true source of such works (see note at v. 6). This must not be overlooked. The righteousness demanded by the Sermon on the Mount is a divine gift that God imparts to Jesus’ followers.
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