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Thriving Amid the Threats:	January 22, 2017


Thriving When Opposition Arises	Acts 4:13-35








 GROWTH GROUP HOMEWORK		    	            


January 22, 2017


� THINKING THINGS THROUGH		……….		                   


How do you generally respond when someone opposes you? Do you tend to dread confrontation or embrace it?





2. If you knew you were going to have to have a difficult conversation with someone, how might you prepare for the inevitable confrontation? 








 Digging Deeper		……….		                   


read 1 Peter 3:13-14.		


3. These verses in 1 Peter describe the suffering that comes to people living out their faith in Jesus. Think about Acts 3–4 from this weekend’s sermon. What fears and confrontations might have disturbed Peter’s readers? What encouragement did he give them if they should experience suffering?











4. How does the experience of believers in Peter’s day compare to our own experiences with opposition to our faith today?











5. How can suffering for what is right be a blessing (v. 14)? 











read 1 Peter 3:15-17.		


6. What does it mean that Christ is Lord? How do we honor Him as Lord in our hearts? How does honoring Christ as Lord prepare us to thrive when we face opposition for our faith?











7. Regardless of the threat of opposition, Peter urged believers to defend their Christian hope in a loving and compassionate manner (v. 16). What did Peter say would happen when we do?











read 1 Peter 3:18.			


8. With verse 18, Peter linked our suffering for the faith to Jesus’ own suffering. How does the reality of Jesus’ victory over sin and death embolden you as you face suffering and opposition because of your faith in Him?


Doing Life Together		    	             


9. How would you rate your readiness to face opposition when you share and live God’s grace in a lost world? What can you do so you are always ready to share with others the hope and assurance you have in Christ? 

















10. In 1 Peter and Acts the community of the church was essential for standing firm in the midst of difficulty. How can our group support and encourage believers we know who are suffering because of their stand for Jesus Christ? If this is you, how can we support you?























Prayer Requests

















  














Opposition can’t stop Jesus’ M_________ in a Thriving Church











1.  P_______ D__________ the opponents’ complaint



































	1 Peter 2:12








2.  P__________ empowers the church’s R____________



































What do I need to do with what I’ve heard from God’s Word today?














