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Okotoks Evangelical Free Church
Baptism Sunday
February 26–March 4, 2017

SERMON OUTLINE   


 
MAIN POINT   


 
A relationship with Jesus begins by responding to His call.

THINKING THINGS THROUGH

    
   
 Connect the sermon to the study.

1. What is the biggest life change you’ve experienced recently? What stands out to you most about that experience?
2. For believers, putting our faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord and becoming a follower of His command to love God and one another is the biggest change that has taken place in our lives. What are some of the ways you were changed when you met Christ? How has your relationship with Jesus changed you recently?
Leader: On Sunday, we saw how Christ has changed lives through the celebration of baptism. Personal encounters with Jesus change us, and they change the way we live. For Zacchaeus, one key aspect of that change had to do with Jesus’ power to overcome his weaknesses. The story of Zacchaeus gives evidence to the change that happens when a person embraces Christ as greater than anything else.
DIGGING DEEPER

    
          
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.
> Have a volunteer read Luke 19:1-6.







3. If you grew up in church, then the story of Zacchaeus is a familiar one to you. As you read through it today, what stands out to you? 
4. Luke gives a detailed description of Zacchaeus. What do we learn about him from these verses? Why do you think it was important for Luke to mention that Zacchaeus was a tax collector? What stories can you recall of Jesus’ interactions with tax collectors and that society’s perception of them?
Leader: Zacchaeus was head of the large office of tax collectors for Jericho. As a chief tax collector, Zacchaeus likely purchased from Rome the right to collect the taxes due for the area. By using subordinates, he imposed heavy—probably exorbitant—taxation on the people and caravans to reimburse himself and also to make a huge profit. The people likely resented Zacchaeus for being a traitor to their country, a tax collector for a foreign power, and for exploiting them. The people viewed tax collectors as among the worst of sinners. 
5. What impressed you about Zacchaeus’s efforts to see Jesus? What would other people in the crowd have thought about his efforts?
6. Verse 5 shows us Jesus’ pursuit of Zacchaeus. Like He did with Zacchaeus, Jesus pursues us despite our sin and offers us a relationship with Him (Rom. 5:8). What can we learn about how to enter into a relationship with Jesus from Jesus’ interaction with Zacchaeus? What does that relationship involve?
Leader: In Zacchaeus’s day, both running and climbing trees would have been things only children or slaves did. For Zacchaeus to go to these lengths to see Jesus shows us his humility and passion overcame his arrogance. Jesus had a reputation for stepping across social and religious barriers to share God’s love with all people, even those who were hated by others. Zacchaeus likely knew of Jesus’ ability to overcome social limitations. He wanted to see this one who befriended tax collectors and sinners. This tax collector heard about Jesus and took a great deal of effort to seek Him out—going so far as to climb a tree to make sure he would not miss Jesus (vv. 3-4). A person who no one thought was looking for Jesus, was actively seeking Him. 
Like Zacchaeus, Jesus sees us in our sin and our hopelessness, and He invites Himself into our lives. A relationship with Jesus begins with belief that we are sinful people in desperate need of God’s grace, and that God offers that grace to us through the death and resurrection of Jesus, His Son. Once we enter into a relationship with Jesus, we learn to live for Him and reflect His glory to the world (John 15). 

> Have a volunteer read Luke 19:7-10.







7. Why do you think those around Zacchaeus grumbled or muttered in response to what they saw (v. 7)? What might this have revealed about their perspective of Jesus?
8. Do you most often identify more with the crowd or with Zacchaeus? Explain your response.
Leader: Jesus could have won a following from the prejudiced crowd by belittling Zacchaeus. Instead, Jesus exposed Himself to their anger by choosing to stay at Zacchaeus’s house. Jesus explained His staying with Zacchaeus as one of the Father’s “musts” for Him. Jesus befriended Zacchaeus first of all to show God’s love for people others hated most. Also, He sought to open doors to reach other sinners, to make Himself known to those who desire to see Him, and to fulfill His mission of love.
9. Zacchaeus’s response to Jesus in verse 8 was about more than just money. What greater truths did his actions reveal? What do these decisions say about the change that Jesus brought to his life?
Leader: Jesus spoke to Zacchaeus and then to the crowd. Jesus gave Zacchaeus assurance of his salvation. That salvation included a covenant relationship with God in which God would never forsake him, but would do all things necessary to make Zacchaeus like Christ. By sharing about Zacchaeus’s faith and salvation in front of the crowd, Jesus shows us that salvation is both personal and for all people. His power to save is greater than the many limitations faced by Zacchaeus and even the crowd. In response, Zacchaeus immediately gave to the poor and paid back those who he cheated out of their money. These actions reveal the heart change that results from a relationship with Jesus. 
DOING LIFE TOGETHER

    
            
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.
10. On Sunday, we saw people respond to faith with baptism. Is there a response you need to make to Jesus this week?  
11. The transformation Jesus brought to Zacchaeus’s life was evident to everyone around him. Can the same be said for you and your relationship with Jesus? Why or why not?
12. Jesus intentionally sought out people like Zacchaeus, people who were steeped in sin and didn’t even realize how much they needed Him. How closely do your relationships reflect the types of relationships Jesus pursued?
 PRAYER 

    
  
Praise God for the grace He has given you and the faith that sustains you. Pray that His grace would cause you to joyfully grab hold of all that God has for you in Jesus, and let that reality define your identity.
MEMORIZE

    
             
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost. – Luke 19:10
 SPOTLIGHT ON THE PASSAGE

on the passage

    
         
Luke 19:1-10










19:1-4. Reaching Jericho, Jesus continued his journey up the dangerous hills toward Jerusalem. Interruption came before he could leave the city. A short, clever tax collector was determined to see Jesus. As an administrator for the Roman government’s tax office, Zacchaeus had amassed great wealth, overcharging the Jewish people and taking a cut from the taxes gathered by other tax collectors whose work he administered. His wealth could not provide the one thing he wanted more than anything else. Unable to see over or get through the massive crowd swarming around Jesus, Zacchaeus noted the direction Jesus was taking, ran ahead, found a tree, and climbed up into its branches.
19:5. The clever tax collector did get a view of Jesus, and Jesus spotted him up in the tree. Jesus even invited himself to dinner at Zacchaeus’s house. Jesus said it was necessary for him to visit Zacchaeus—apparently a necessity initiated by God to show one more time Jesus’ central mission on earth.
19:6-7. Overjoyed at this unexpected privilege, the short man scurried down the tree. This time he had no trouble getting through the crowd to Jesus. But as they let the tax collector through, the crowd must have complained. How can this be? They grumbled. We thought Jesus was Messiah, and he is going to eat with a sinful man, a man who represents the enemy government and takes our money to give to them. How can Jesus eat and fellowship with such a traitor? Jesus showed he was an “equal opportunity” diner with traitors. Earlier he had eaten at the home of Pharisees and showed how they were traitors to God’s intentions for the Jews. Now he ate with a person whom the Jews considered a political and economic traitor.
19:8. After meeting Jesus, the tax collector/traitor was no longer the same man. He would enter the kingdom of God, but not as a wealthy man (see 18:25). He would take half of what he owned and give it to the poor. He would find the people he had overcharged on their tax bill and refund four times as much as he had cheated them. Thus, he took the Law of Moses seriously. Leviticus 5:16 and Numbers 5:7 demanded restitution plus twenty percent. Exodus 22:1 called for rustlers to repay four sheep for one (see 2 Sam. 12:6). The Dead Sea Scrolls and Roman law also contain incidents of fourfold restitution. Zacchaeus seems to have accepted the harshest penalty of the law and applied it to himself. Acceptance by Jesus made money insignificant (see 12:33). Repentance came in the form of action (see 3:12–13). He had a new lifestyle because he had a new Lord.
19:9. Jesus showed ultimate acceptance of the tax collector/traitor turned repentant sinner. Salvation had come to Zacchaeus and to his house. Jesus’ mission had basically been a mission to the Jews, and this man was a Jew, participating in the covenant with Abraham, even if he acted the part of the traitor in Jewish eyes. For Jesus a repentant Jew from such a sordid background was better than a self-righteous Jew with no sense of the need for repentance (see 5:31–32).
19:10. The scene with Zacchaeus provides Luke’s Gospel with its ultimate statement about Jesus. Jesus knew his purpose on earth. His purpose was not to reform the Jewish religion. His purpose was not to prove the Pharisees wrong. His purpose was not to bring in a military, political kingdom. His purpose was to bring salvation to lost people. Jesus dedicated the three years of his earthly ministry to finding people who knew they were lost and showing them God’s way of salvation—the way of repentance and faith.
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