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SERMON OUTLINE   


 
Thriving When Opposition Arises
Acts 4:13-35

 

1.  Praise Diffuses the opponents’ complaint

 

                








  1 Peter 2:12

 
 

2.  Prayer empowers the church’s Resolve
 

What do I need to do with what I have heard today?
MAIN POINT   


 
When God works, opposition arises.

 THINKING THINGS THROUGH

    
            
Connect the sermon to the study.

1. How do you generally respond when someone opposes you? Do you tend to dread confrontation or embrace it?

2. If you knew you were going to have to have a difficult conversation with someone, how might you prepare for the inevitable confrontation? 
Leader: Not many people enjoy confrontation with others, especially when that confrontation involves people they care about. Clashes in the family, at work, in the supermarket, or even just driving in traffic are bound to happen. If conflict catches us completely off guard, we may not respond the way we would like. Therefore, it helps if we prepare ourselves as best we can for such troubles. The Book of Acts makes it clear that when God works, opposition arises. As we tell stories of God’s faithfulness, we, too, will face opposition. First Peter 3:13-18 helps us learn to prepare for conflicts so that we do not bring shame to ourselves or to our Savior. Not only that, but if we will heed Peter’s words, we might even win over the opposition as well.

DIGGING DEEPER

    
            
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.
> Have a volunteer read 1 Peter 3:13-14.






3. These verses in 1 Peter describe the suffering that comes to people living out their faith in Jesus. Think about Acts 3–4 from this weekend’s sermon. What fears and confrontations might have disturbed Peter’s readers? What encouragement did he give them if they should experience suffering?

4. How does the experience of believers in Peter’s day compare to our own experiences with opposition to our faith today?
Leader: Last week in our study of Romans 8:31-39, we were reminded by Paul that we can find joy in our salvation because nothing can separate us from God. As we learn in Acts 3–4 and 1 Peter 3, that “nothing” includes the opposition we face as a result of God’s power at work around us. Some believers in Peter’s day may have been wavering in their commitment to demonstrate a Christian lifestyle because of the intense persecution they faced. Peter asked them to consider: “Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?” His question anticipated the answer: “no one.”

5. How can suffering for what is right be a blessing (v. 14)? 

Leader: With verse 14, Peter told his readers that if Christians should suffer because of their godly lifestyles, they were blessed (see Matt. 5:10). The Greek term rendered blessed does not mean “happy.” It refers to a deep, joyous sense of receiving God’s congratulations or approval for living out of relationship with Him. Peter doesn’t want us to fear what others might fear, such as ostracism or persecution. Ultimately, if we are doing right by God, then it is only God’s judgment that matters. Even if we were to face death as many New Testament believers did, we should not fear it as others do because we know that “to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21). We know that if we suffer as a result of living for God, we have the favor of God.

> Have a volunteer read 1 Peter 3:15-17.






6. What does it mean that Christ is Lord? How do we honor Him as Lord in our hearts? How does honoring Christ as Lord prepare us to thrive when we face opposition for our faith?

Leader: One way that we honor Christ in our hearts is by loving Him enough to be unafraid of the consequences in this world for godly behavior. When we love Christ more than we fear the reprisal of man, we are free to live holy lives. We prepare to give a defense for our hope by being constant in prayer, by learning more about our faith in small groups, by listening to the Word preached, and by personal Bible study and prayer. We can also be ready to share our own testimonies about how the gospel of Jesus Christ has changed and continues to change our lives every day. We hope in Christ because the love of Christ has shaped us, and it is this very love that drives out fear.

7. Regardless of the threat of opposition, Peter urged believers to defend their Christian hope in a loving and compassionate manner (v. 16). What did Peter say would happen when we do?

Leader: As believers, continuing to live out God’s grace in the face of opposition should cause others to wonder what makes us different. We should be prepared to use these opportunities to tell about the hope we have in Jesus, speaking to them with an attitude of gentleness and respect.

> Have a volunteer read 1 Peter 3:18.






8. With verse 18, Peter linked our suffering for the faith to Jesus’ own suffering. How does the reality of Jesus’ victory over sin and death embolden you as you face suffering and opposition because of your faith in Him?

Leader: Through His death and resurrection, Jesus won eternal victory over sin and death. Just as Jesus was victorious over suffering, so will He give Christians victory when they endure hardships because of Him. While our suffering cannot save anyone as Jesus’ did, it can show people the way of Christ. While people in your group may not have experienced much (if any) opposition to their faith, the Bible is clear that as we live for Christ, opposition will come. Our patience in the face of injustice can be used by the Holy Spirit to awaken others to the suffering and patience of Christ and as a source of conviction. In Acts 3–4, Peter and John showed others the glory of Christ in their perseverance through suffering, and we can do the same. 
DOING LIFE TOGETHER

    
            
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

9. How would you rate your readiness to face opposition when you share and live God’s grace in a lost world? What can you do so you are always ready to share with others the hope and assurance you have in Christ? 
10. In 1 Peter and Acts the community of the church was essential for standing firm in the midst of difficulty. How can our group support and encourage believers we know who are suffering because of their stand for Jesus Christ? If this is you, how can we support you?
 PRAYER 

    
           
Praise God for giving us a hope that is stronger than opposition and hardship and is able to withstand any test. Pray for opportunities to share the hope that is within and ask for God’s grace and power to go before you as you do. 
 MEMORIZE

    
             
“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” – 1 Peter 3:15 

 SPOTLIGHT ON THE PASSAGE

on the passage

    
             
1 PEter 3:13-18










3:13. The last major section of 1 Peter begins with this verse. From here on Peter is primarily concerned with the believer’s response to actual persecution and intimidation. His focus is the believer’s response to specific attacks. He begins to zero in on this response by asking a question in verse 13: “Since we are doing good in our lives, will people harm us?” Peter has exhorted his readers previously to be good to others as a witness and defense against nonbelievers (see 2:12), so this question would naturally flow from such an exhortation. The question suggests an answer something like this, “Under normal circumstances when you do what is right and good, you should not expect pain or harm to be directed your way.”
3:14. Circumstances are not always normal, however. Slaves face the prospect of suffering for doing what is good (see 2:20). All Christians need to hear about suffering and trials in general (see 1:6–7). Peter himself suffered under circumstances that were not “normal.” Suffering in the believer’s life requires discussion. “Right” (dikaiosunen) is often translated as “righteousness.” In this context, the emphasis is on right living, or living that parallels the standards of the Word of God. This kind of behavior sometimes produces a negative reaction from others. The believer is “blessed” in the sense of being a recipient of God’s favor and grace and living out another dimension of his calling (see 2:21). Still, we have normal human responses to the harm directed toward us as believers. Peter hinted at one of the main responses: “Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened.” A better translation of the first part of this sentence would be, “Do not fear their threats or intimidations.”
Opponents often attempt to intimidate believers to change their “right” behavior or to deny their “right” beliefs. Inherent in “fear” is the suggestion of being put to flight, or running away. The word describes “terror that causes you to flee.” In the midst of suffering for doing what is right, believers are sometimes intimidated into running from their belief system or running from their circumstances. Peter’s counsel was that they should not allow this to happen.

3:15. Instead of running away, Christians need a renewed allegiance. Set apart Christ as Lord means “to treat as holy or to regard with reverence.” Christians are to acknowledge Jesus Christ as the Holy One and also as Lord. “Lord” is the New Testament term for the Old Testament personal name for God (see Exod. 3:14-15; 6:2-3), often transcribed as “Jehovah” but more properly as “Yahweh.” The New Testament applies the Old Testament title for God the Father to Jesus Christ, thus celebrating the deity of Christ.
The believer is to view Christ as holy, as worthy of reverence because of who He is. To reverence Christ as Lord means to believe that Jesus Christ is in control and that those who come against the believer are not. To have such reverence is to maintain a deep-seated confidence in Jesus Christ as the reigning Lord of the universe (see 3:22). When our lives are centered on Christ, who is in control of the universe, then we are able to respond properly to the uncertainties and inconsistencies of life. When we have made this commitment, we can respond to harm by communicating a positive word regarding our hope in Christ rather than running away. Even while suffering unjustly, Christians are able to go on because of their hope in the future.
From the opening words of chapter 1, Peter has emphasized the living hope of the believer (see 1:3). The unbeliever does not enjoy this hope but is connected only to an empty way of life, and a life of spiritual darkness (see 1:18; 2:9). One of the distinguishing marks of believers in Christ is their possession of hope. Christian hope is to be so real and distinctive that non-Christians will be puzzled by it and ask for an explanation. We should seize the opportunities of witness presented in these kinds of situations. Our response should be characterized not by smugness or vindictiveness but by gentleness and respect. These words suggest that the believer should approach others carefully and kindly.
3:16. If we maintain our testimony with gentleness and respect, we can be confident of operating with a “clear conscience.” This means that we should live in such a way that we won’t have to keep looking over our shoulder, hoping that the wrong we have done isn’t about to catch up to us.

By operating this way, our behavior and words will speak volumes to those who come against us. Peter promised that truth will prevail. What is not clear is whether the reference to the slanderers being ashamed refers to their present life or to the future day of God’s judgment. Most likely the text looks to a change of heart by the persecutors in this life as they are confronted by the gracious responses of the people they are persecuting.
3:17. This verse is an effective summary of what Peter has already stated in 2:15,19-20: Suffering for doing good may be God’s will for believers.
3:18-22. Peter pointed to Christ’s example of innocent suffering at the hands of this world’s citizens. Jesus’ innocent suffering, death, and resurrection/exaltation are the foundation for the salvation and vindication of believers.
Opposition can’t stop Jesus’ Mission in a Thriving Church
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