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We believe Jesus Entered the Throne Room to Change it forever
                                                                                                                                                                   (1:3) 
                                                                                                                                                                    (2:17) 
                                                                                                                                                                    (10:19-23) 


We can follow Jesus to Stand confidently Before the Throne of Grace




Our Confidence in God’s Grace Bursts to Life the more we Discover about God’s Son




What do I need to do with what I have heard today?



 Main Point   			 
In Jesus, we have a Savior who shows us God’s mercy and provides us with God’s grace.
 Thinking things through		    	            
Connect the sermon to the study.

1. Have you ever met a celebrity? If so, briefly share about your interaction. 
2. What did you feel in this interaction? Did you have any hesitations? Explain.
3. With that in mind, reflect on the current state of your prayer life. What does it say about the manner in which you approach God’s throne? Do you approach it at all? Do you approach it with humility or pride, or with shame or gratitude? Briefly discuss your group’s thoughts. 
Leader: People sometimes equate approaching God with meeting a celebrity or dignitary. They feel intimidated or hesitant to approach Him, and they feel inadequate in His presence. However, that is not how God wants us to feel. When Jesus died on the cross, the temple curtain that kept people out of God’s presence was torn down (Matt. 27:51). Jesus makes it possible for us to approach God and to do so with confidence. Because He came into the world as one of us, He knows what it’s like to be human and what we’re going through. Because He now sits at the right hand of the throne of God mediating between God and us (see Heb. 8:1), we can approach God’s throne and embrace His grace as our very own.
Digging Deeper		    	            
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.
> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 7:36-39.						

4. How did the woman in Luke 7:36-38 express gratitude to Jesus? If you could see Jesus face-to-face, what is the first way you would express gratitude for your salvation? 


5. This “sinful woman” took a great risk. What risk did she take? What does this tell us about her expectations of Jesus in this socially awkward situation?


Leader: An unnamed woman who lived in this town came to the banquet. Luke described her as a sinner. Several social conventions were broken in the woman’s encounter with Jesus. The woman must have entered the home uninvited: for a woman to approach a man who was not her husband would have been unthinkable in Jewish society. Her sinful reputation would have made any contact between her and a religious leader forbidden. Each part of the woman’s actions show that she believed she could approach Jesus and that He would forgive her rather than judge her.

6. Who are you more like in your approach to Jesus, Simon the Pharisee or the sinful woman? Explain.

Leader: The woman was convinced that Jesus would show her mercy, so she unashamedly approached Him as she did. As verses 48-50 show, her faith was spot on. Contrasted with the woman’s humility and gratitude, Simon’s response revealed the haughty and critical nature of his heart. Because Jesus showed compassion, Simon doubted that Jesus was a prophet and doubted that He knew the woman’s background.


> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 7:40-50.						

7. Jesus used a parable to lead Simon to a clearer understanding of the situation at hand. What was the point of the parable (vv. 40-43)?


8. What did Jesus see in this woman that Simon did not? How did this affect Jesus’ actions toward her?


9. It’s been said that the more we grow in our walk with Christ, the more we realize how sinful we are and how much we don’t deserve His grace. If you’ve experienced this, how did it make you feel? What results from this realization that is vital to our spiritual growth?


Jesus’ parable helped Simon understand that love grows out of forgiveness. The more a person understands and appreciates his or her debt, the more that person will appreciate forgiveness and experience its relief. Jesus showed love in guiding Simon to see both the woman and her extravagant care. Jesus did not stop with emphasizing the rightness of the woman’s action. Jesus also worked to help Simon see his own need for God’s grace as well.

 DOING LIFE TOGETHER 		    			 			      Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

10. What tends to keep you from trusting in God’s love and grace? What do you need to do to embrace God's grace even today?

11. How can we encourage one another to more confidently approach God’s throne of grace?

Leader: In Jeremiah 29:12-14, God makes us a promise that encourages us to confidently approach Him. Read this text together as further encouragement to confidently approach God’s throne of grace, as we’ve studied today.

12. For personal reflection, because Jesus forgives us, we can put our faith in Him and experience the relief of forgiveness. What is a situation in which you need this reminder today? 

 Prayer 		    	           
Praise God for the privilege of approaching His throne boldly through Jesus. Thank Him for His grace, mercy, and forgiveness. Ask Him to strengthen you as you live for Him this week.
 Memorize		    	             
“Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.” – Luke 7:47


 SPOTLIGHT ON THE PASSAGE		on the passage		    	             

LUKE 7:36-50											

7:36. While Pharisees often criticized Jesus for eating with sinners, one member of this sect invited Jesus to a meal at his home. Jesus did not refuse the man, although He surely knew the nature of Simon’s attitude toward Him. Willing to offer His love even to those who rejected Him, Jesus entered and reclined at the table.

7:37. An unnamed woman who lived in this town came to the banquet. Luke described her as a sinner. Although the nature of her sin is not identified, the term “sinner” and Simon’s reaction to her probably indicate she had a notorious reputation. Thus she was known to people at the dinner. Several social conventions were broken in the woman’s encounter with Jesus. The woman brought a gift, not for the host but for his guest. An alabaster flask was often used for perfume. Mark 14:5 indicates the value of the fragrant oil at more than 300 denarii, nearly a year’s wages for the average person then. Such would not have been used for ordinary purposes.

7:38-39. Luke did not address why the woman was weeping. The context suggests love and gratitude motivated her tears. Her tears also may have reflected remorse over and repentance for sin. Not daring to address Jesus, the woman wiped His feet, cleaning away the dust and the tears with her hair. Her humility and her love for Jesus led her to perform an unthinkable act of servanthood.

7:40. Contrasted with the woman’s humility and thankfulness, the Pharisee’s response revealed the haughty and critical nature of his heart. The language used here conveys that the Pharisee did not speak aloud. Although the Pharisee did not speak directly to Jesus, Jesus replied to him.

7:41-43. Jesus answered the Pharisee’s objection to the woman’s act with a parable. The more a person understands and appreciates his or her debt, the more that person will appreciate forgiveness. The natural response is to love the one who forgives, just as our love for Jesus grows out of having received forgiveness from Him.


7:44-46. The contrast of Simon’s indifference and the woman’s gratitude stand in stark contrast. The woman’s act showed she had more than respect for Jesus. She had great love for the Lord and expressed it in an extravagant manner.

7:47-48. The first sentence in verse 47 does not indicate the woman was forgiven because of her act of love, but rather that her love showed she had been forgiven. Because her many sins had been forgiven, she responded with much love. As Jesus noted, the person who is forgiven little, loves little. Addressing the woman, Jesus startled everyone at the table by declaring her sins were forgiven.

7:50. Jesus did not defend Himself, nor did He accuse the guests of hypocrisy. Instead He again spoke to the woman, giving reassurance that her faith had saved her. The Pharisees believed salvation was the result of doing enough good works to earn God’s approval. By following the law and thus doing good, Pharisees expected the blessings of God on earth and a place with God in eternity.
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