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“A Celebration of Praise That Christ Has Risen to LEAD US”
 
  
 
						Acts 1:11
 
   
 
					1 Thessalonians 4:14-17
 
							   
 
				1   Corinthians 15:50-54
 
 




What do I need to do with what I have heard today?



 Main Point   			 
The resurrection of our Lord and the redemption of our bodies means our labor is not in vain.

 Thinking things through		    	            
Connect the sermon to the study.

1. What is something you have been looking forward to for a long time? How does waiting generally make you feel?
2. Why should followers of Jesus look forward to the resurrection above all things?
Leader: As believers, we have a clear and certain hope that one day our bodies will be raised and renewed. All of our friends and loved ones who followed Christ in this life will be reunited with new bodies in the next. We all, like Jesus, will be changed from perishable to imperishable. This gives us reason for hope and also concern for those who do not know Christ.
Digging Deeper		    	            
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.
> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:35-50.					
3. How does Paul’s example of a farmer planting a seed help you understand the resurrection body?


Leader: Paul used the farmer and seed and the various types of life God has created to help the Corinthians understand the answers to their questions. In farming, a dead thing (seed) gives life to a new thing (plant). Similarly, God will give new life to perishable bodies. Likewise, God has created many different forms of matter: humans, plants, animals, birds, planets and stars, etc. Each of these is different. It is natural to have questions, but as followers of Christ, we can be assured that God can and will do all that He promises. 

4. What traits describe our mortal bodies? What traits describe our future immortal bodies?


5. What was Christ’s body like after His resurrection (Have volunteers read Matt. 28:1-20; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-53; John 20:1–21:23; Acts 1:1-9)?


Leader: Our current bodies cannot withstand the glory and presence of God. Our bodies are suited for earth, though they are destined for heaven. There are necessary changes that have to occur to make our bodies new when we are raised from the dead. To illustrate this, Paul compared the first man to the Ultimate man.

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:51-57.					
6. What is the mystery Paul referred to in verse 51? What will happen to deceased Christians at the resurrection? What will happen to living Christians (see 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)?


7. How has Christ robbed death of its victory and sting? Do you long for the day He returns and renews our bodies? Why or why not?


8. How does the Christian belief of resurrection give inherent worth and value to our physical bodies?

Leader: When Christ returns, all believers will be made like Him in an instant. Though we live in corruptible and aging bodies, we will all one day be like Him. These verses describe that event as a victory where Christ is exalted and death is defeated forever, unable to harm us ever again. This restoration will be holistic, not only restoring our physical bodies but also mending all sorrow and brokenness experienced in the world as a result of the fall. This should urge us to have gracious and humble hearts toward God.

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:58.					
9. According to this verse, what is the proper response to the resurrection?


10. Paul’s language in this verse shows continual action. How should the hope of the resurrection promote consistency in the life of a Christian?



Leader: Our labor as Christians produces an eternal reward. The practical application of the resurrection is the urgency of living faithfully in the present. The future hope of being with Christ and being made new colors and shapes everything about the life of a Christian. We live for the greater cause in the present because every thing we do for Christ matters eternally.

 DOING LIFE TOGETHER 		    			 			      Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

11. Paul made it clear that belief in the resurrection demands action in our lives. What does a life lived in vain look like? How can you respond to the truth of these verses to ensure your labor is not in vain and that Christ’s resurrection brings meaning to the seemingly mundane service we offer?


12. Who do you know that needs this truth about the power of the resurrection? Who can you share the gospel with this Easter week?


 Prayer 		    	           
Thank God for the future redemption of our bodies, and pray that as you meditate on these truths from Scripture, it would transform the way you live your life in the present. 
 Memorize		    	             
53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 1 Corinthians 15:53


 SPOTLIGHT ON THE PASSAGE		on the passage		    	             

1 CORINTHIANS 15:35-58									

15:35-38 Paul compares human resurrection to the life-death-life cycle from agriculture. The seed body that dies gives rise to a totally different plant body, and yet there is retention of identity. So it is with our present bodies and our future resurrection bodies.

15:42-44 Having reviewed differentiations within the created order (vv. 35-41), Paul turns to differentiations of the resurrected body. It was sown in corruption and will be raised in incorruption. The body changes from a perishable body (a natural body) to an imperishable body (a spiritual body), though one that has physical characteristics (e.g., Lk 24:39). It is sown in dishonor and weakness, and it will be raised a glorious, imperishable body.

15:45 The first man Adam received the breath of life, a life that would become corruptible and perishable. In contrast, the last Adam (Jesus) will impart life, granting believers an incorruptible, imperishable, eternal body. Jesus will make believers alive through His life-giving Spirit (Gk pneuma zoopoioun), a power God alone wields.

15:46 Grammatically, the words the spiritual (Gk pneumatikon) and the natural (Gk psuchikon) are in the neuter gender. They refer to two kinds of bodies (cp. v. 44) and not to Adam or Christ. "Spiritual" (pneumatikon) here refers to a body brought to life by the last Adam, Christ.

15:47-49 Paul contrasts the first man Adam and those who have borne his image with the second man and those who will bear his image. The first man was made of earth (Gk choikos; "earthy"), an expression Paul coined in allusion to Gen 2:7. This language emphasizes the transitory nature of those who are related to the first Adam, with bodies that return to dust. The "second man" from heaven refers to Jesus in His glorified humanity, as God-man and Messiah, who is coming from heaven to impart imperishable eternal bodies to those who have borne the image of the man made of dust.

15:50 Our earthly condition is such (flesh and blood and corruption, references to our perishable physical nature) that our Adamic bodies cannot inherit the kingdom, implying that they somehow must be changed.

15:51-53 Paul supports the above implication (v. 50) with an apostolic revelation that though not everyone will die (fall asleep) before Christ's coming, those who are alive when He comes will all be changed. No one is transported to the eternal state unchanged.

15:52 In a moment (Gk atomos) signifies the smallest possible division of something, in this case time. Blink of an eye similarly implies rapidity. Such will be the swiftness of the transformation of the living when the last trumpet sounds at Christ's return (1Th 4:16-17).

15:53 The body that bears the image of the man of dust (the first Adam) must inevitably be changed into the incorruptibility and immortality of the body that bears the image of the man from heaven (the second Adam); see vv. 47-49.

15:54-55 Paul conflates Isaiah 25:8 and Hosea 13:14 in this citation. The exchange of corruptible for incorruptibility comes only when death and corruption are swallowed up by Jesus Christ. This passage does not teach the doctrine of "soul sleep"—a suspended state for believers between physical death and the change into glorified bodies. Believers are with the Lord immediately after death (e.g., Lk 23:43; Ac 7:55-59; 2Co 5:1-8).

15:56 This verse represents a theological aside that Paul developed further in a letter he wrote some months after this present one (see Rm 7).

15:58 Most anything we do in this life is vanity (Ecc 1:2-3), but labor in the Lord has eternal value. 
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