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 SERMON OUTLINE   			 
Grace that is Greater than All YOUR Sin
 
 
1. The Virtues we ‘present to the world’ can Create Healthy	
 
		 Relational Environments	
 
 
 
 
 
2. The Grace we ‘give to others’ can Eliminate	

		 Relational Barriers	
 
 
 
 
 
3. The Love God ‘gives us’ Makes Redeemed	

		Relationships Possible	
 
 
   
This ‘Grace that is Greater than All YOUR Sin’ Can Create a 
 
		Relational Heaven	 on	 Earth		
 
 

What do I need to do with what I have heard today?

 Main Point   			 
Grace changes the way we interact with others and the amount we are willing to forgive.
 Thinking things through		    	            
Connect the sermon to the study.

1. What is something you have done to another person that required an apology?
2. Why is it so hard to apologize?

Leader: Forgiving others is difficult. Any time we seek to forgive someone else, we are taking some kind of cost upon ourselves. But that’s just what God did when He forgave us; He took the cost of forgiveness upon Himself in Jesus Christ. When we understand the extent of how much we’ve been forgiven, we will be willing and able to extend that forgiveness to others.
Digging Deeper		    	            
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.
> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 18:21-27.						
3. In the Jewish tradition, a person was instructed to forgive another three times. What do you think Peter expected Jesus to say when he asked if someone should forgive a brother seven times (v. 21)?


4. Read vv. 24-26 again. Why do you think the servant showed such humility before the king in the moment? What about the servant’s promise was untrue? In what ways do the servant’s shortcomings show up in how you relate to God? 


Leader: Peter expected Jesus to be satisfied with his suggested number of times for forgiveness. Jesus explained how often a person should forgive by telling this parable about settling debts. One particular servant owed ten thousand talents, and each talent was about twenty year’s worth of wages for a laborer. The amount of debt was astronomical. Of course, this amount is miniscule compared to the price of salvation.

5. How did the king, who represents God in this parable, answer (v. 27)? What did the king’s response reveal about the king’s (and God’s) character? 


6. How does the king’s response reflect the gift of grace we have been studying on Sundays? How have you experienced this level of grace from God?


Leader: Though the servant was incapable of repaying the debt he owed, the king showed him compassion and forgave his debt. Similarly, we are incapable of repaying the debt we owe before God because of our sin. Yet, God in His grace has shown compassion to us by sending Jesus as the payment for our debt and means of forgiveness of our sins.

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 18:28-35.						
7. Why were the servant’s acts in this passage so shocking in light of the compassion he had just received? How have we responded similarly to others in light of God’s grace?


8. Why do you think we so easily forget God’s grace similarly to the servant in this passage?


9. Read Matthew 6:12, 14-15. How did the king’s response to the actions of the first servant re-emphasize Jesus’ words regarding our need to forgive others as we have been forgiven? 


Leader: An unwillingness to forgive others shows that we have not rightly understood the level of forgiveness we have received in Christ. It is impossible for someone to commit an offense against us that is greater than the offense of our sin before God. In light of this, we are called to forgive to the degree we have been forgiven, which is without end.

10. What did the servant miss and when we fail to forgive what are we missing?


Leader: Because we have become children of God through the grace we have received, His nature (His spiritual genetics) now live in us. If this grace is not seen in us, do we really understand what He did for us? Did we really receive it or just hope to avoid a problem?
As Christians, we forgive because we have been forgiven. Forgiveness places a burden on the person who is forgiving; it is not always easy and it is not always pleasant. However, when we take a step back and see how hard it is for us to forgive someone, we gain a beautiful understanding of how much God had to give up and take on Himself in order to forgive us of our sins against Him.

 DOING LIFE TOGETHER 		    			 			      Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

11. Who is God calling you to forgive in light of today’s study? What would a response of grace look like in that relationship? How can meditation on the truth of the gospel help you in this process?


12. How can we as a group help one another display grace better?


 Prayer 		    	           
Praise God for the forgiveness we have received in Christ. Thank Him for sending Jesus to die for our sins so we could have new life. Pray that we would model the forgiveness we have received from Him in our personal relationships. 
 Memorize		    	             
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. – Matthew 18:21-22
 SPOTLIGHT ON THE PASSAGE		on the passage		    	             

MATTHEW 18:21-35									

18:21-22 Although forgiving someone only seven times seems stingy, this standard was generous considering the fact that some rabbis required their students to forgive offenders only three times. Interpreters dispute whether Jesus demanded forgiving one’s brother or sister seventy-seven times or 490 times (seventy times seven), but Jesus’s point was that forgiveness should be unlimited when true repentance is present.

18:23-27 In Jewish parables, a king symbolizes God and to settle accounts symbolizes divine judgment. The ten thousand talents was equivalent to a billion days’ worth of peasant wages. This was more money than was circulating in all of Palestine. The talent was the largest unit of currency (equivalent to approximately six thousand days’ worth of wages), and ten thousand is the highest single number that can be expressed in Greek. Thus we see that in this allegory the sum represents the sinner’s hopeless debt to God. Selling the debtor, his family, and possessions would hardly begin to recoup this debt. Forgiving such a loan is an astounding act of grace.

18:28-31 A hundred denarii (about a hundred day’s wages) was negligible compared to the first servant’s debt to the king. The contrast shows that the sins of others against us are trivial in comparison to the enormity of our own sins against God. The fellow servant begged the servant to be patient just as the servant had begged before the king, but the fellow servant was more honest in his pleas and promises since his debt was actually manageable.

18:32-35 The parable’s point is now revealed. Since God has shown believers such great mercy by pardoning their sins, they should in turn forgive the sins of others from their heart. The word jailers literally means “torturers.” The debtor’s torture would continue until the debt was paid in full. Since the debt could not possibly be repaid, the torture symbolizes eternal punishment. 
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