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[bookmark: _GoBack]Main Point   			 
God’s faithfulness leads us to everyday faithfulness in telling others about Him.
 Thinking things through		    	            
Connect the sermon to the study.

1. What comes to mind when you hear the term evangelism?
2. What are some reasons why sharing our faith is intimidating to many people? How might typical ideas surrounding evangelism contribute to this?
Leader: Evangelism may bring to mind many terms. You may think of someone sharing his or her personal testimony in front of an audience, going door to door to share the gospel, or standing on a street corner with a loud speaker. The idea of sharing one’s faith in one of these manners makes many people feel uncomfortable and intimidated. The reality is that followers of Jesus are called to tell others about Him. Today, we will consider that sharing with others about Jesus may take many forms and should flow from His continual faithfulness in our lives. 
Digging Deeper		    	            
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.
> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PSALM 40:1-3.						
3. How would you sum up David’s experience with God in these verses? When have you had a similar experience with God? 


4. How might David’s words be used to describe all followers of Jesus to some degree?


Leader: The journey of following Jesus begins with the recognition that you cannot help yourself. Here David described his helplessness as being trapped in a pit, with no way out on His own. All people are born lost in their sin (Romans 3:23) with no way of escape on their own. But the good news of the gospel is that God has rescued His people from their sins through the saving work of Jesus. 

5. How did David’s experience with God’s rescue from hardship and helplessness find expression in his life? How should God’s rescue be expressed through your life? 


Leader: David’s “song” was of God’s great work of salvation in His life. All followers of Christ have experienced His salvation and are called to share with others about His saving work. While we may think of David’s use of the term “song” primarily as worship, we should also consider other ways that God’s faithfulness leads us to tell others the truth about Him. Each of us has unique gifts, personalities, and talents that should be used to express the wonder of God’s rescue in our lives. This does not always have to be (or even need to be) in extravagant ways, but may be as simple as a conversation within a relationship that has been built over time.


> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PSALM 40:9-10.						
6. How do these verses describe David’s response to the work God had done in His life? Why should a clear understanding of God’s rescue naturally lead us to tell others about Jesus?


7. What did David mean in saying that he did not hide God’s righteousness in his heart? What would it look like to hide God’s righteousness in our hearts within the context of telling others about Christ?


Leader: We may think of hiding God’s righteousness in our hearts as a positive (as in Psalm 119:11), but here David described this idea negatively. Note the other ways David described hiding God’s righteousness to give context to what he meant by this: seal my lips; [instead] I speak of your faithfulness and your saving help; conceal your love and your faithfulness.

8. In what way is refusing to tell others about Christ a way of concealing God’s love and faithfulness to some degree?


Leader: God’s primary means of spreading the good news of the gospel is through His people. Once we have come to understand the saving work of God in our lives, the natural response is to tell others about Him. As David conveyed in this Psalm, this call to share with others is not to be a begrudging duty but a joyful delight. 

9. What would it look like to display the faithfulness of God in your life in your every day routines and conversations?


 DOING LIFE TOGETHER 		    			 			      Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

10. What are your greatest obstacles to telling others about Jesus?


11. How have you seen the importance of understanding our modern culture and context when seeking to share the gospel with others? How can we seek to contextualize the message of the gospel without compromising it at all? 

12. How might you seek to share the gospel with others in a way that engages conversations and topics they are already passionate about?


 Prayer 		    	           
Close in prayer, asking God to lead you in conversation with others to share about the amazing things He has done in your life. Ask Him to give you natural opportunities to share and the boldness to be obedient in these moments. 
 Memorize		    	             
3 He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Many will see and fear the Lord and put their trust in him. — Psalm 40:3 

 SPOTLIGHT ON THE PASSAGE		on the passage		    	             

PSALM 40:1-3; 9-10										

40:1-2. David began this psalm by giving a joyful report of his past experiences of God's deliverance. He reflected upon a specific time when he waited patiently for the Lord with quiet resignation, being still in the midst of his great distress, awaiting God's intervention. The phrase "waited patiently" is literally, "waiting, I waited." God heard David's cry, implying that David had called out to the Lord and then waited for God to rescue him.

David testified that God lifted him out of the slimy pit. This pictures a distress so severe that he could not escape on his own. This trial is portrayed as a pit of mud and mire, representing a time in his life when he was trapped and could not escape. Perhaps it was a desolate pit of personal sin (cp. v. 12; 2 Sam. 11), adversity (1 Sam. 18:10-17; 23:15-29), family difficulty (2 Sam. 15-18), emotional distress (2 Sam. 18:19-33), or even a literal pit dug by an enemy (Ps. 7:15).

Whatever the pit, God graciously intervened, rescuing David, raising him and placing his feet on a rock. This gave him a firm place to stand. From the sinking sand and silt of the pit, David was placed by the Lord on solid bedrock. Notice the progression of thought of the actions of God: He turned... heard... lifted... set... gave.
40:3. David also testified that God put a new song in his mouth, indicating the abundant joy that flooded his heart. This new work of grace prompted a new hymn of praise. This singing by David was so open and unrestrained that he acclaimed many would see and fear the Lord who worked so wonderfully for his people. As a result of David's testimony, many would be encouraged to put their trust in the Lord. 

40:9-10. The phrase I proclaim righteousness in the great assembly shows David's gratitude for God's many blessings that moved him to declare them to everyone in the community of worship. He felt it was his duty to share the good news of God's salvation with others. I do not seal my lips meant David was unable to keep silent in the assembly. He could not be silent about God's goodness. Wanting every person of the congregation to know of the Lord's goodness, he stated, I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; I speak of your faithfulness and salvation. 
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