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LESSON FOCUS:

Bible
Response

me to help children consider
that they, as God's people, can
share and do good

God’s people share and do good. It
¢ pleases God and helps others when we
: follow the example of Dorcas and other
believers. Let’s think of some ways we can
do this during the week.

w

Materials:

Bible Discoveries, p. 1

[ Pencils or markers Pass out pencils or markers and Bible

[J PraisePac CD and Discoveries. Have the children turn to page
downloadable PDF song Lin Bible Discoveries. Take a few minutes
S to brainstorm with the students as they talk
[ CD player

about these questions. After you are sure the
i children have gotten the idea of ways they
can share and do good, have them write the
ideas they like best in an appropriate spot
on the page. You may want to encourage
the children to move to a private spot in the
room where they can really spend some time
thinking about the way that will work best
for them to share and do good. Be available
ifa child needs some help or encouragement
in writing down their ideas.

O What are ways you can share
and do good? (Most second and third

: graders are quite proficient at sharing and
doing good things when they see the value
of it. When they consider that they are doing
this as a servant or messenger for God, they
: may be highly motivated. Some of their

T RR———

Seeing God throughout the Week

m:oo:«mnm el

Idren to follow through on ways
they decided to share and do good this week,
Remind them that helping others pleases God.
Ask them to read their memory verse and ask for
S week to put th plan into action,

ideas for this could include: share Gﬁ, help
friend with homework, teach a friend 5

: do a chore for a brother or sister,

WM«-HM ,5 a way I don't usually do, work wit,

my family to share with those in :wmm. o

Encourage the children to be specific.)

© Who are people you could
share with or do good for this
week? (Give the children a few minutes to
name as many people as they can think of.
They might name: parents, brothers or sisters,
friends, grandparents, neighbors, etc.)

After the children name people they
know, have them circle one person they haye
listed on their paper and underline one ides
they would like to put into action soon.

Prayer Time

Have the children get into pairs to pray for
each other and for the person and idea they
chose.

Then gather everyone together to sing
the Unit 21 song from the
PraisePac CD found in the
Creative u.nwnr_.bw Aids
packet.

Close by having the
class say together, “Gods
People share and do good?
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lives. Adapt the lesson as needed to fit the various family situations in your class.

Sharing an

Four Step Lesson Path

:44-47; 9:36-43

Lesson Focus: God’s people share
od.

and do

Memory Verse: All the believers
were together and had everything in
common. Acts 2:44

Bible Readiness

To help connect their own expel

Lesson Video for Step
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

@ Magazines, church newsletters or
directory, scissors, glue or stapler

Bible Study:
Acts 2:44-47; 9:36-43

Using the Bible and B
study Acts 2:44-47; 9:36-43: Dorcas and bel
and do good.

Understanding the Bible

The lifestyle of the early Christians was quite
different from what we experience today. The spirit
of community was given a high priority. Scripture
describes it as a close-knit group that met together
daily, shared belongings, and sacrificed greatly to
meet practical needs. The believers’ zeal attracted
others, and the Church grew rapidly.

Joppa was an important harbor city. This is the
same place where Jonah boarded a ship to try to
escape from God. Joppa was about 12 miles from
Lydda, where Peter was staying.

Jews living outside of Jerusalem were allowed
three days to bury a body. Peter was probably urged
to hurry so that he would arrive before the burial.

The story of Dorcas is a short but significant
one. The name “Dorcas” is the Greek translation
of the Aramaic name Tubitha, meaning “gazelle”
or “deer” When Dorcas died, the full Christian
community felt the impact of her loss. The widows
in the story displayed the clothes that Dorcas had
made for them. Though only a few verses describe
the ministry of Dorcas, her life was clearly an
influential one. While Paul and Peter became
s.m.c known for their preaching of the Gospel and
miracles, people like Dorcas made the love of God
plain through acts of serving and caring.

[ Bible Study: Bible Discoveries pp. 2-3,
Teaching Aid 2 (from Elementary Creative
Teaching Aids), Bibles, pencils

[J Bible Review: Bible Discoveries pp. 2-3

[J Memory Verse Practice: Construction paper,
marker

Bible Activity Choices

Through activity choices, the children practice
ways of sharing and doing good.

[J Word Scramble: Bible Discoveries p. 4, pencils
[J Pantomimes: Index cards, markers

@ Sharing Flowers: Discovery Pack Project J,
scissors, pencils, magazines, church newsletters
or directory, construction paper, tape, glue,
stapler

Bible Response

To apply to their everyday lives the Bible story about
Dorcas sharing with others, the children will choose a
way to share and do good.

[ Bible Discoveries p- 1, pencils or markers,
PraisePac CD and PDF song sheets (from

Elementary Creative Teaching Aids), CD player,
Friends Lesson 8

@ This symbol will appear whenever i i supplies
Preparation takes more than five minutes. or whenever
needed that are not included on the fst of standard materiais (on page 6). e
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known for?

Peter and Paul were kniown for their preaching
|| and miracies. John was known as the disciple that
Jesus loved. But there are “quister” disciples. Even
though Barnabas was a missionary and teachet,
he was best known as an encourager. Dorcas
was known for her generosity. In fact, most of the
early church was known for sacrificial giving and
reaching out to meet others’ needs.

3 # Sor

Because they’re starting to valye t} . | oc.ﬂnﬁ%ﬁ.ﬂmﬂ”mﬂw&n _._ﬁwm”_m _Sut:
well as adults, some children can pe motivat, experiences. But it is the many “quiet” believers,
do good to receive approval from who repeatedy share and do good for others.
that God also approves of such choice who fulfill one of the vital functions of the Church.
+The desire to be part of “the group’ The way we treat others is a measure of our
factor. Give students chances to share i 3 love for God. Jesus’ example of giving 2 cup of |
Wi, group cold water to a thirsty child (Matt. 10:42) is 2 good
model of unselfish service. Every good deed we

do or don't do is noticed by God.

Our small acts of service and sharing may be
small and go unnoticed, but they please God and
meet real needs. What are ways you can focus on
sharing and doing good this week?

Is there something unselfish you can do for
someone today? Although no one else may know
about it or see you, God will know!

. L \
Bird Options

dents come early to class, use on
them in the right direction for to !
dren and their parents as they arrive.
i iscovery Pack,
er’'s Day Card—Provide Dis i
to work on before class begins: As Bmw\oc:
icourage the children to talk sm%mrw e
special about their mothers, gran " (Teaching Aid 1),
RSt T i 4‘mm_am:n_ the construction
i dots,
I i d with colored ’ low the
e :..nww_\nm.«o_‘ Lesson 7. Havé chlden ww:os\ can

quares prepa o

n 3” uﬂ:._m board to answer e DMMB %

e L 3_~mo ﬂmaﬂ to whi
an index card for the © dren

though

: g to avc
rather than wanting to do good

e of these ideas to occupy them
day’s lesson. Be sure to greet

Project |, for the
ke a Mother’s Day
he things they

ile playing:

Bible Basis: Acts 2:44-47; 9:36-43 q
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ESSON FOCUS:

Bible
Readiness

own experiences of
er and sharing,
ren into a group on the
heir help in making a class
in board (or large wall poster) about
how Gods people treat each other. Provide
supplies (magazines, church newsletters or
directory, scissors, glue or stapler) but not
enough for each child to work alone, Let the
children figure out how to accomplish the
task, and don't let them know that this is an
experiment. Watch and be aware of what
they are doing and how they are attempting
to reach the goal without giving them any
more specific directions,

After several minutes, ask the children to
stop and come back into the large group for a
time of discussion,

Materials:

Magazines

B Church newsletters or
directory :
O Scissors :
1 Glue or stapler

: O What did you do when there

: weren’t enough supplies to go

: around? Allow vol unteers to share their
i feelings and responses. Encourage them to
¢ think about the way they felt when there

¢ weren't enough supplies to 80 around.
(They might say: frustrated, feeling left out,
thinking they could do the job better than
someone else, etc,)

0o What were some good ways
to resolve the problem? (By urmz.bm.
taking turns, being kind, talking over the
Plan for what we were making, etc.)

© What were the benefits of

sharing? (The work got done, everyon,
took part, everyone had fun, we made

something that everyone could enjoy

together, etc.)

Tell the children that you intentionally
did not give them enough supplies so they
would have to figure out a way around th,

the
problem.
There are times in life when we need

to share with others or do good for others.
But sometimes we don’t want to do that.

© Why is it sometimes harg to
share with or do good for others?
(Because we want something for ourse}
feels like we could go faster if we dor’
to share, we don't want to look out for others,
we have our own ideas of what to do, etc.
Encourage honest answers.

()] How important do you think
itis for Christians to share and
do good? Why? Encourage volunteers
to share any ideas they have. (Some of their
suggestions may include- because it shows
that we love other Christians, we can get
more things done by working together, we

Snvac harder things by working together,
etc.,

Tie to the Bible

& ¥





image4.jpeg
B
[ Bible Discoveries, p. 2-3
1] Teaching Aid 2

1] Bibles

3] pencils

gible Review

[ Bible Discoveries, p. 2.3
Memory Verse Practice

1] Construction paper
[] Marker

Miracle in Joppa

ible story from Acts 2:44-47; 93643

g-z 'dd ‘sepsn0dsid 8/9'd

When Jesus went back to
heaven, He left many followers
oontinue His work. | was 0ne

. My name is Poter.

Bible Basis: Acts 0:44-47; 9:36-43 q
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Memory Verse
This week’s Bible memory verse reinforces the key truth of this
week’s Bible story of Dorcas, Have the class slowly say the Bible

correct order. Ch,
child,

LESSON FOCUS:

Bible Review Questions

O How did the believers share
and do good for each other?

00, etc.)

()] Who is one person from the
city of Joppa who lived and helped
others? What did she do? (Dorcas,
She helped the sick, the poor widows, and
orphans; she made things for people in need;
ng to help.)

f you were poor or sick or
sad, would you have wanted to

be part of this church? Why?

: (Probably, because in this church we would

i bewell cared for.) Let individuals give their

: opinions.

O What happened after God
helped Peter bring Dorcas back to
ife? (People saw what God had done through

— e ———

Practice

P nd more people believed in God.)

d Dorcas do what the
Q.hnu orss EaT e i
o God's people.)

Bible Review Activity

W story about the Christians in
r,_““_v\w__wc Soqwmw _owm._._ﬁ. and helped each
other is depicted in seven m_mn_.ﬂ.: scenes,
‘This presentation can rm_v.:_m nrm_m_‘na to

feel that they have had a glimpse into the

life of the early Christians. As they do the
review of the story, it will help the children
remember what happened.

To review the key facts of the Bible story
of Dorcas, help the children make “slides”
of the story. Begin by having a few children
pose like the disciples in the first picture on
page 2 of Bible Discoveries. Those children
freeze in that position as you reread the text
beneath that picture. Then have two more
children pose like the people in the second
picture. They freeze as you reread that text.
Do the same for the other five pictures to
make a “slide show” of the Bible story.

If you have a small class of children, you
can pose and have the children freeze for each
different scene. Then have the same children
reposition themselves to act out the next scene,

[fyou have a large class of children, you can
divide up the class and have them look over the
pictures in Bible Discoyeries Prior to rereading
the story. When it comes to their “slide;” they
can do the actions and then freeze in place.

M
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o Bible Discoveries, p. 4

o pencils

Togive the children a chance to
{hink about practical ways to share
and do good, let them work on

this Bible Discoveries page. Have

the students follow the directions
onpage 4 of Bible Discoveries to
ynscramble the words and match the
pictures. ‘The correct answers are: 1.
Food; 2. Friends; 3. Clothes;
4 Family; 5. Toys; 6. Time.

YV been lgqrm;
the children I
h

st and ayg

O Index cards
U Markers

Provide index

the e 81 and markers for

0 draw some s

scenes of Ways they can LEH: MM do
800d. For example, they could draw
 picture of a child sharing toys with
another child, etc. After each child
has drawn a scene, the cards could
be mixed and traded. Then each of
the children can act out the idea on
the card they received for the other
children to guess.

dren will practice ways of

PPortunity to explore and practice

N9 from the Bible story in Acts 2

z:.ﬁ_ﬂs Wwhich activities they would
' for them to explore at their

Discovery Pack. Project J
Scissors

Pencils

Magazines

Church newsletters or directory
Construction paper

Tape

Glue

pgooompooo

Stapler

To give the children a chance to
think about how they can share and
do good to others, let them work on
this craft activity. Have them follow
the directions on Discovery Pack,
Project ], to make Sharing Flowers.
Then the children may continue
work on the bulletin board begun
in Step 1, Bible Readiness, using the
Sharing Flowers and other supplies.
They should focus on the theme of
how God’s people treat each other.

w_z.w&ntsv:.ﬁn&s« q





