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LESSON FOCUS:

To help the children begi
their everyday lives to pray
about their problems, they will
pray together as God's people
about specific areas.

Materials:

[J Bible Discoveries, p. 4
[0 Pencils

Bible
Response

LT R

This is the time

1dents will decide how
to make real their new understanding that
Godss people pray to solve problems.

When Peter was in prison because
of his work in the church, God’s people
prayed. Their prayers solved the problem,
and God brought Peter out of the prison.
‘We might not find ourselves or someone
we know in prison this week, but we will
have our share of problems. God wants
us, as His people, to start with prayer in
solving those problems.

Have children open to page 4 in Bible
Discoveries. Read the introduction at the
top and then the four areas under Our
Prayer List. Give children a few minutes to
write in the various sections problems they
know of that they can pray about. Some of
the students may have many ideas to write
down, while others may only write one need
on the entire page.

Prayer Time

Since we are God’s people, let’s pray to
solve our problems. Ask children to choose
one thing on their list that they want to pray
about right now. Divide the children into
four groups, based on the four areas on the
page. One group will pray about people in

% B

Seeing God throughout the Week

Encourage students to read verses about prayer
this week such as Acts 1:14; Romans 12:12;

vians 4:6; Ephesians 1:16; Romans 1:10.
<§§§%§§§§ choose as well.

ﬁ?&%ﬁ day for what they wrote

their lives who have a problem (a family
member, friend, neighbor, etc.). A second
group will pray about projects, dilemmas,
situations that they see as a problem (school
project, club assignment, athletic or artistic
endeavor that is hard, etc.). The third
group will pray regarding feelings they are
struggling with such as anger, resentment,
fear, uncertainty, etc. The fourth group will
pray about problems that seem immense (a
serious illness, financial worries at home,
job situation for a parent, moving, etc.). This
exercise can be scary for some children who
may not know others in the class, be fearful
of praying aloud, or not want to discuss their
problem publicly. If you sense this is true

of any of your class members, encourage
them to come pray individually with you

if they would be more comfortable. Don't
force anyone to pray, but encourage all to
participate in order to see how God solves
problems when His people pray.

Direct groups to spots around the room

that give them a little quiet and privacy, and
let them pray together. Close by having each

child tell another, “God’s people pray to solve
problems.”
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LESSON 10

Four Step Lesson Path

Bible Readiness
Tot

story o

p connect th ences with the

m when

r be m p.

n will ¢

Christians praye

an activity and discuss p ms they"

sils

] Bible Discoveries p. 3, per

Bible Study:
Acts 12:1-19

Using the Bible and Bible Discover:
study Acts 12:1-19: Peter is freed from prison.

[J Bible Study: Bible Discoveries pp. 1-2,
Teaching Aids 2 and 15 (from Elementary Creative
Teaching Aids), Bibles, pencils

[J Bible Review: Bible-time clothes, props on
hand

0 Memory Verse Practice: Two colors of
beanbags, masking tape

Bible Activity Choices

Children will explore using prayer to solve problems.

B Problem Busters Mural: Butcher paper, markers
or paints and brushes; Optional: Old shirts

[] Freeze Tag: No materials needed

] Bible Booklet: Discovery Pack Project L, stapler,

tape

Bible Response

To help the children begin in their everyday lives to
pray about their problems, they will pray together as
God’s people about specific areas.

[ Bible Discoveries, p. 4 pencils, Friends Lesson
10

,ﬂ This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five minutes
needed that are not included on the list of standard materials (on page 6)

Memory Verse: The prayer of

is powerful and
3 5:16

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Understanding the Bible

ty of Jerusalem

ect of Chris y
intensified after the martyrdom of Stephen. The
Church spread as believers fled Jerusalem. In fact,
after Acts 12, Jerusalem is rarely mentioned as a
center of Christian activity. The emphasis shifts
from Peter to Paul, from Jerusalem to the mission
field. This story, however, centers on an incident that

happened to Peter in Jerusalem.

Herod Agrippa, grandson of Herod the Great,
found that persecuting the church was the way to
curry favor with the Jewish leaders. Herod Agrippa
was also a nephew of Herod Antipas. It was Herod
Antipas who had John the Baptist beheaded and who
had tried Jesus. Herod Agrippa was partly Jewish
himself. He may have arrested Peter during the week-
long Feast of Unleavened Bread to make the most of
the fact that more Jews were in Jerusalem and would
notice his act. Herod Agrippa may have thought
he would win favor with the nonbelieving Jews by
arresting this prominent Christian leader.

The home Peter went to was that of Mary, the
e e S

i e § was Killed (Acts 12:2) was one
% sciples. A different James is mentioned

in verse 17—the brother of Jesus, ; .
Jerusalem church, ,and a leader in the

Or henever supplies are
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they learn in your cl
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elsew o
understanding that God communicates with them

: ‘ ass and
y need practice in Praying as wel]

. This age group has a wholehearted trust in God
and often prays with faith and enthusiasm. Affirm
their prayer efforts.

»Children who know Jesus as their Savior should
be able to pray on their own, even though they may
be reluctant or hesitant. Don't force, but lovingly .
encourage.

«Reinforce that we pray both privately and

together as a church body. Both kinds of prayers

are desired by God and equally acceptable to Him,
+Reassure children that even if they aren't yet ready
to pray aloud with God's people, they participate

by carefully listening and learning about group
prayer.

+Your classroom prayers are models for your
students, so the more simple and straightforward
your prayers, the less intimidating for the children.

Feep early-arriving children busy until class starts with some

Simple activities. Consider one of these: h Team”
Boarq Game—Let early arrivers play “The Church le

M 1salizing tha God loves us all equally.

e m
v Verse Quiz—L et the children quiz each other on i

ions th
qgoz;n Aid 11), using any of the game board n:mm:o:mm»mmw
005e, This iy help the children focus on working tog

emory

for the
a”amm for this quarter. You can find a list of all the verses
“ Ater on the back cover of Bible Discoveries-

hen you face a problem, what do
<oca06mo_<m30.3m§m§c§
apply to you:
* Use the resources God has given me.

* Learn from my past experiences.

* Seek advice from godly people.

* Think it through carefully.

* Look into Scripture for guidance.

* Other:

Itis good to utilize all that God has given us. We just
need to be cautious that we don’t rely so much on God's
resources that we end up being independent of God
Himself.

We are exhorted by Paul, “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God" (Phil. 4:6).

When we turn to God in prayer first with any problem,
we admit God's greatness over us and our need of Him. We
also give Him the opportunity to respond to our problems in
His own way—which might be quite different from what we
expect.

As we wait on the Lord, we will be guided by Him. “Wait
for the Lorp; be strong and take heart and wait for the Loap”
(Ps. 27:14). His solutions offer so much more to us than we
could possibly imagine. Take a few minutes to find other
promises that encourage us to wait for the Lord's guidance
and provisions.

What are some problems you've been facing that you
could pray about with a new openness about how God
might answer? :

L

>





image3.jpeg
exper
Peter being freed
when Christians pra
children will complete an
activity and discuss problems
they've had

Materials:

[} Bible Discoveries, p. 4
) Pencils

Bible
Readiness

¢ finished the activity, get everyone's att

:and talk about problems they've had and

hey've seen them solved. Paul and his

dad are separated at a ball game, and Paul
©opets lost

© © What kinds of things probably
* wouldn't help Paul with his

AASEAEMNEERESAE RS s st

problem? (Children may say crying,
yelling, hiding in the bathroom, and other

similar options.)

© What do you see in the picture
that could help Paul with his
problem? (Expect children to say things
like getting help from the police officer,
going to a ticket counter or food booth to ask
for help. Children may have other inventive
ideas. Accept all that are plausible.)

Ask children what key word they
discovered when they unscrambled the
hidden letters on the page. Point out to those
who didn't find the letters where they are
hidden in the picture.

‘The hidden letters spell the word pray,
There are lots of useful things we can

of being lost at the ball game?

demonstrate the power of God at work when
i person prays for God's help in the face of a
problem.)

O Wwhat do you do to solve
problems? (Some children will state
the answer from the activity sheet; pray.
Affirm their ideas and accept all the others
children may offer, such as get help from a
family member or other adult. Avold being

Judgmental of the ideas the children may
share.)

Tie to the Bible

God's people have been faced with
Problems since the first church began.
Peter, one of the first leaders of the church
lnrﬂt:r&cv!!!.
....s....!w tﬂ.zls in today’s Bible
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+ Gather the chil
_children will study

‘ dren into
¢ oron the floor Where the

study today

a circle at

a table
, Y can comfortably
S Bible story, pags out penc ;
Bibles, and Bible Dicon

12.1-19: Peter is freed from
It

A

Ml

overies

ol Have a volunteer find the New Testament
B on the Bible Overview Chart (Teaching Aid
bl ol ¢ 3 3
e Discoveries, pp, 1-2 2). Ask another to find the Book of Acts,

Teaching Aids 2 and 15 Let the children tell you wh

at they know

Sibles about Acts. Have a third child find the Book
Pancils of James on the chart. Tell how the Book of
stk Review Activity James is a letter that encourages people to
- ible-time clothes put their faith into action.

\ Props on hand Ask the children to find pages 1 and 2 in

Bible Discoveries. Also ask them to find the
Book of James in their Bibles. Remind them
to use the table of contents if they are unsure
of the location of the Book of James. They
can put a bookmark in chapter 5 of James for

\emory Verse Practice
T Two colors of beanbags
7 Masking tape

Lesson 10

Who's Knocking at the Door?

Bible story from Acts 12:1-19
hristian 3: Wait a minute. We're
Waw.z:m the most important thing

here. We need to pray.

ristian 1: That's right. Let's pray
m==a see how God will answer.

use with the Bible memory verse when they

reach the end of the

Son,

Ask for volunteers to read today’s Bible
story that is written as a drama, If you have
volunteers who are not strong readers, be
ready to a

st them as you move through the
story. Assign the parts of three Christians,
the narrator, Mary, Rhoda, and Peter. Set the
scene by showing Teaching Aid 15. Have the
children tell what they think it was like for
Peter to be in prison. When finished, have
the whole class look up the memory verse in
their Bibles. They should have a bookmark
in the Book of James. After everyone has
found the reference, either have them read it
aloud or choose a volunteer to read it aloud

for the class.

2-| "dd ‘seusnoasiq sjqig

Bible Basis: Acts 12:1-19
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Memory Verse Practice

Before class, make a masking tape tic-tac-toe grid on the floor. Divide
your class into two teams, and assign each team a beanbag color. A child
on one team tosses the beanbag and says the memory verse. If the verse
is said correctly, leave the beanbag in that square. If the verse is said
incorrectly, pick up the beanbag. Then a child from the other team goes.
You may want to play the first round by letting the whole
team say the verse.

E A A EERseEasEEARAsIEANE ARSI Ea I I R AR RRRRER TR

© Who was responsible for Peter
being thrown into prison? (King
Herod.)

° Why were Peter’s friends
afraid that Peter might be killed?
(King Herod already had James killed!)

© What did Peter’s friends do to

solve the problem? (They prayed and
kept on praying until God answered.)

© How did God answer their
prayers? (God sent an angel to free Peter
and lead him from the prison.)

O How did Peter’s friends react
when they heard that Peter was
free? (They didn't believe it!)

O InJames 5:16, what does

it mean to be “righteous”? (The
righteous are people who have been made
right with God by believing in Jesus and
accepting His sacrifice. These people want to
do the right kinds of things that please God.)

Bible Review Activity

Since the Bible story is written as a skit,
assign parts and have the class act out

v may dress in Bible-time

idren this age are usually eager

drama and can act it out

Children without speaking parts can be
wwr.mamm at the prison or Peter’s friends who

< ng at Mary’s house. Set up the
prison wmm Mary’s house on opposite sides of
the room by using a line of chairs or a table.

If you have a large class of children, you
can :m.f.m the skit acted out more than once
so that more of the children can participate
with the speaking parts. The children can
either use the written words from Bible
Discoveries or else they can retell the story in
their own words.

If your class is quite small, you could
assign the main parts of Peter, Mary, Rhoda,
and Narrator to the children. Then you
could read the other parts of the various
Christians.

Encourage the children to use their
imaginations as they act in order to use facial
expressions and the tone of voice that they
think their character would have portrayed.
For example, Rhoda should look surprised
and excited about Peter being free from
prison. Her voice should have the sound
of one who can hardly believe what has
happened, etc.
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Bible

Children will explore using p

SRED rayer to solve problems.
i >0H.<-q Give children a variety of optio !
hoi ways to use prayer to solv NS that will help them explore
ChoiCeS  Bivee story from Acts 13115 ooy udt n todays
Your entire class. You m, =19, Explain all the activities to
Play “Freeze Tag" toget MM iqm::, to have the entire class
o r. Then let the child
activi 2 ildren choose the
ivity they would like to do next,
{
Freeze Tag ,
Even though the children are moving
 Butcher paper around during this game, many will
E Markers of paints and brushes learn best during this type of activ
¢ : Vhe ov think back " i
@ Optional: Old shirts ;. hen they ~._:=r back on your ¢ As the children work on this craft
B children use their creative E:n they will remember the Lesson activity, they will be considering
4l o explore ways to solve Focus and the Bible memory verse many different activities that took
they memorized to play the game. place in the life

problems by using prayer as they
make this mural. (If you choose to
wse paint, you might want to have

Let the children play freeze tag.
One child is IT while the others

of Peter. This can
help them realize

em wear an old shirt over their try to avoid being tagged. /5.:.: that God’s people
o tagged, a child must remain frozen do pray to solve

Et et o:.-  long plece of in position until touched by another problems.

hutcher paper with markers or Have the

; . player. After being unfrozen,
‘..mﬁn B apoc v:.vv—n-: d the child must say the memory
B and draw a red circle with verse (Jas. 5:16) or the Lesson
it the word problem. The Focus (God's people pray to solve

children follow
the directions
on Discovery

e

: iren draw problems they've had problems) before rejoining the game. Pack, Project H
: -_.v—dzng.v:m»nq..ls Children can take turns being IT. L, to make (=}
of someone praying, the Try to set this game up in an area Bible Booklets.
ary verse, or something that of the room where it will not disturb m:.mmnm, that the
Bt o God' power in the children at other activities. nr.__ma: work :
If your room is not big enough, s.:::» vm_H:Ho
consider using a hallway or even o mnw_n 5
. take the children they assemble the Bible Booklet an
having 3 helper staple it together.

outside to v_nv. the game-





